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FOREWORD 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1955,  being  the  eighty-third  of  the  series,  on  the  health  of  the  people  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

The  following  figures  have  been  extracted  from  the  vital  statistics 
given  in  the  report  : — 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  730  as  against  685 
for  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a general  death  rate  of  9-  34  per  thousand 
as  against  8-91.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11-7.  The 
total  number  of  live  births  was  1,627,  which  is  35  less  than  the  previous 
year.  This  is  a rate  of  20-82  per  thousand  as  compared  with  21-6  for 
1954,  but  is  considerably  above  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  is 
15-0  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  47  as 
compared  with  62  for  the  previous  year.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  of  28-8  per  thousand  live  births,  the  same  as  in  1953  and  is  the 
lowest  rate  ever  recorded.  Of  the  47  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  30  died  in  the  first  month.  Prematurity,  birth  injuries  and  congenital 
malformation  accounted  for  20  deaths  in  the  first  year  of  life.  Of  the 
total  births  182  or  10-9%  were  premature.  Premature  birth  always 
carries  a risk  of  high  infant  mortality,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  greater 
ante-natal  and  increased  medical  supervision  the  infant  mortality  rate 
will  be  lowered  still  further. 

Two  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  during 
the  year.  Details  of  these  cases  will  be  found  on  page  13.  They  are  the 
first  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough  since  1951. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  continuing  fall  in  the  figures  relating  to 
tuberculosis  both  as  regards  the  cases  notified  and  also  the  death  rates. 
Sixteen  deaths  were  ascribed  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  which  is  a death 
rate  of  0-20  per  thousand,  and  is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in  the 
Borough,  while  there  was  a fall  of  41  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria  were  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  1,113  children  receiving  a 
complete  course  of  inoculation,  while  748  previously  inoculated  children 
received  a reinforcing  injection.  At  present  it  is  estimated  that  50-2  per 
cent,  of  the  children  under  5 years  and  77-7  per  cent,  of  the  children  aged 
5 — 15  years  have  been  protected  by  inoculation.  One  case  of  diphtheria 
was  notified  during  the  year,  but  on  investigation  the  disease  was  not 
confirmed. 
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Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  facilities  available  for  the 
inoculation  of  young  children  against  whooping  cough,  a total  of  524 
children  being  inoculated  against  this  disease  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  797  children,  of  whom  750  were  under  1 year,  were 
vaccinated  against  smallpox.  This  is  46  per  cent,  of  the  live  births,  which 
is  an  improvement  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year,  namely  42-4 
per  cent. 

On  page  23  appears  a short  account  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance 
Service.  During  the  year  the  service  dealt  with  10,226  calls,  of  which 
1,217  occurred  during  the  hours  of  11  p.m.  and  7 a.m.,  and  the  number 
of  patients  removed  was  22,416.  The  work  of  this  service  has  increased 
yearly  since  its  inauguration  and  the  figures  for  the  year  1950  are  given 
as  a comparison,  when  6,161  calls,  of  which  647  were  night  calls,  were 
dealt  with,  and  12,351  patients  removed. 

With  the  exception  of  dysentery,  in  which  there  was  an  increase  of 
29  cases  in  the  numbers  notified,  there  was  a fall  in  all  the  notifiable 
diseases.  Scarlet  fever  showed  a reduction  of  16  cases,  whooping  cough 
of  52  cases,  and  measles  271  cases.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred 
during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular  27/54,  a short  account 
of  the  action  taken  in  connection  with  Problem  Families  is  given  on 
page  16.  There  is  no  generally  accepted  definition  of  these  families.  As  a 
rule  their  standard  of  personal  responsibility  and  of  home  management 
is  so  unsatisfactory  as  often  to  cause  serious  neglect  of  their  children. 
Their  lives  are  characterised  by  dirt,  squalor  and  disorder,  and  they 
appear  to  have  no  social  consciousness.  They  are  generally  known  to 
several  Departments  of  the  Corporation  and  outside  voluntary  bodies. 

Satisfactory  progress  continues  to  be  made  whh  the  clearance  of 
sub-standard  property.  During  the  year  five  clearance  orders  and  one 
compulsory  Purchase  Order  were  made  and  confirmed.  The  number  of 
houses  aflfeeted  by  these  orders  was  122,  with  a total  population  of  574. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  308  houses 
with  a population  of  1,440  people  have  been  represented  as  unfit. 

On  page  40  and  onwards  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
will  be  found  details  cf  the  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectorate  with  regard 
to  the  housing  progress  in  the  Borough  and  reports  on  the  work  carried 
out  in  connection  with  food  factories,  cafes  and  dining-rooms. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  tender  to  you,  and  especially  to  your 
Health  Committee  and  its  Chairman,  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Chief 
Ofiicials  of  the  Corporation,  my  thanks  for  your  encouragement  and 
consideration,  and  to  all  the  staff  of  the  department  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  help  and  assistance. 

T.  R.  ROBERTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I 

CONSTITUTION  OF  COMMITTEE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Alderman  Dr.  Harris,  j.p.  (Chairman) 

Mr.  Alderman  Harrison,  Deputy  Chairman  (to  9th  February). 

Mr.  Alderman  M.  Connolly,  j.p..  Deputy  Chairman  (from  16th  Feb.). 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  T.  A.  Cain,  j.p.). 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  Connolly. 

Mr.  Councillor  Dooley. 

Mr.  Alderman  Hevey. 

Mr.  Councillor  Houghton. 

Mr.  Councillor  Allen. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hughes. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Bray. 

Mr.  Councillor  Jones. 

Mr.  Councillor  Carroll. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Jones. 

Mr.  Councillor  Cherry. 

Mr.  Councillor  Rogerson. 

Co-opted  Members: 

Representatives  of  the  Bootle  Local  Medical  Committee: 

Dr.  T.  M.  Jones  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Wood,  j.p. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Local  Dental  Committee: 

Mr.  J.  D.  Crichton,  j.p. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Pharmaceutical  Committee: 

Mr.  L.  D.  Parry. 


Representative  of  the  North  Liverpool  Hospital  Management  Committee: 

Mr.  W.  Ross,  j.p. 
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Section  II 


STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

T.  R.  ROBERTON,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medieal  Officer  of  Health: 

M.  B.  Clarke,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

C.  M.  Connolly,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h. 

B.  S.  Jarvis,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s., 

L.R.C.P.,  d.p.h. 

Tuberculosis  Officer  {Joint  Appointment): 
S.  Kalinsky,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Senior  Dental  Officer: 

Vacant. 

Assistant  Dental  Officer: 

D.  N.  Maxfield,  l.d.s. 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant  and  Health 
Education  Officer: 

H.  Allen  Lord,  b.a.  (Admin.) 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  C.  M.  Jones,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m., 

H.V.CERT. 

Health  Visitors  {Tuberculosis): 

Mrs.  1.  Craig  (from  4th  July). 

Miss  J.  Lynch  (to  30th  June). 

Miss  S.  Reck. 

Visiting  Specialists: 

F.  Bauer,  f.r.c.s.  edin.,  d.l.o.. 

Aural  Surgeon. 

E.  Allan,  m.b.,  ch.b.. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

F.  C.  Dwyer,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s., 
m.ch.orth..  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 


Consultant  Obstetrician: 

P.  Malpas,  m.b.,  ch.m.,  f.r.c.s., 

f.k.c.o.g, 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  F.  Clark,  m.sc.,  d.i.c.,  f.r.i.c. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

H.  Parsonage,  m.r.san.l,  m.s.i.a. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

W.  E.  Leather  (Deputy  Chief  Sani- 
tary Inspector). 

H.  G.  Barnes. 

J.  M.  Cangley. 

S.  T.  Davies  (to  19th  March). 

A.  Downie. 

S.  Hesketh  (Meat  and  Foods 

Inspector). 

H.  Jones  (from  1st  August). 

W.  J.  Mason. 

J.  E.  Williams  (from  1st  July). 

Municipal  Midwives: 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Hoy  (Non-Medical 

Supervisor). 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Ashton. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Bartlett. 

Mrs.  M.  a.  E.  Chamberlain. 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Drewery. 

Mrs.  L.  Linacre  (Temp.) 

Mrs.  G.  a.  Newnes. 

Mrs.  C.  K.  Davies. 

Mrs.  R.  Shaw. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Taylor. 

Mrs,  W,  Worthington. 
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STAFF — continued. 


Health  Visitors: 

♦Mrs.  V.  A.  Benson. 

Miss  G.  E.  Foulkes  (part-time). 
Mrs.  P.  Fraser  (part-time). 

Miss  E.  Grogan. 

Miss  F.  M.  Hughes. 

Miss  K.  McNally  (from  1st  Oct.). 

Miss  C.  O’Flaherty 

(from  13th  June) 

Miss  E.  A.  V.  Robinson 

(from  6th  June). 

Miss  E.  L.  Thomas. 

♦Miss  D.  Strickland. 

Miss  E.  Vernon. 

Superintendent  Home  Nursing  Service: 
Mrs.  E.  I.  Dodds. 

Mental  Health  Officers: 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harper  (to  3rd  Nov.). 

(Duly  Authorised  Officer). 

Miss  M.  M.  Winkle, 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

(Duly  Authorised  Officer). 

Mr.  D.  K.  W.  Higgins,  s.r.n., 
R.M.N.,  R.M.p.A.  (from  25th  April  ; 
apptd.  D.A.O.  2nd  Nov.). 

Domestic  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  E.  Lander. 


Clerks: 

Mr.  K.  W.  Barker  (Chief  Clerk). 
Mrs.  E.  Allinson. 

Miss  L.  Boardman  (to  30th  June). 
Miss  K.  Burgess. 

Miss  L.  M.  Carter. 

Miss  M.  Johnson. 

Miss  D.  M.  Latimer. 

Miss  A.  Mayfield  (from  8th  Aug.). 
Mrs.  K.  Riley. 

Miss  A.  M.  Girvan  (Clinic  Assistant). 

Mrs.  a.  E.  Kelley  (Clinic  Assistant) 
(to  28th  April). 

Miss  B.  Burnett  (Dental  Attendant). 

Mrs.  a.  C.  Rollinson  (Dental 
Attendant)  (to  31st  Jan.). 

Miss  P.  M.  Yates  (Dental  Attendant)' 
(from  24th  Jan.). 

A mbulance  Super  visor : 

Mr.  J.  E.  Farrelly. 


* Combined  Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing  duties. 
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Section  III 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Civilian  Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  at  mid-year 


1955)  

...  78,150 

Population  at  Census  of  1 95 1 

...  74,302 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  river  bed)  

3,054 

Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1 955)  according  to  rate  books  . . . 

...  19,665 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  according  to  rate  books 

150 

Live  Births — Males  769,  Females  858 

1,627 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

...  20-82 

Still  Births — Males  18,  Females  24  ... 

42 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

...  25-16 

Total  Deaths 

730 

Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

9-34 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  

2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000  total  births) 

1-19 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  . . . 
(Legitimate  45,  Illegitimate  2). 

47 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000  live  births)  

...  28-88 

(Legitimate  28-5,  Illegitimate  39-2). 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population) 
Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population) 
Area  Comparability  factors — Births  0-93,  Deaths  1-41. 
Calculated  on  these  factors,  the 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  is  13-17. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  is  19-35. 


0 

2 

16 

0-20 

18 

0-23 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1955,  was  ...£590,163 
The  estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1955-56,  was  ...  £2,287 

In  1955-56  the  General  Rate  was  24s.  5d.  in  the  £. 

The  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1955-56  was  estimated  at  £51,398, 
equivalent  to  a rate  of  Is,  10-47d.  in  the  £. 
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Section  IV 


COMPARISON 
THOSE  OF 


OF  STATISTICS  WITH 
PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Population 

The  Census  returns  from  the  year  1881  show  the  population  of  the 
Borough  as  follows: — 

1881  27,374 

1891  49,217 

1901  58,556 

1911  69,876 

1921  76,487 

1931  76,770 

1951  74,302 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  at  mid- 
year was  78,150.  This  estimate  shows  that  the  population  of  the  Borough 
in  1955  was  1,250  more  than  in  the  summer  of  1954 


Marriages 

The  Superintendent  Registrar  states  that  the  number  of  marriages 
during  the  year  was  621,  compared  with  574  last  year. 


Births 

During  the  year  1627,  live  births  were  registered,  representing  a birth 
rate  of  20-82  per  1,000  of  the  population,  that  for  England  and  Wales 
being  15-0.  There  were  769  male  and  858  female  births.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  birth  rate  is  as  usual  well  above  the  national  rate. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  1873—1955 


Period 

BOOTLE 

England  & Wales 

Births 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

1873—1880  

6,846 

38-6 

35-4 

1881—1890  

15,508 

36-8 

32-4 

1891—1900  

17,716 

33-2 

29-9 

1901—1910  

20,468 

32-3 

27-2 

1911—1920  

20,748 

27-6 

21-8 

1921—1930  

18,884 

22-8 

18-4 

1931—1935  

8,367 

21-8 

15-0 

1936—1940  

7,959 

21-6 

14-9 

1941  

1,199 

22-8 

14-2 

1942  

1,104 

23-9 

15-8 

1943  

1,327 

26-5 

16-5 

1944  

1,574 

28-2 

17-6 

1945  

1,429 

24-4 

16-1 

1946  

1,797 

27-9 

19-1 

1947  

2,022 

30-3 

20-5 

1948  

1,700 

24-5 

17-9 

1949  

1,541 

22-0 

16-7 

1950  

1,586 

22-6 

15-8 

1951  

1,554 

20-8 

15-5 

1952  

1,528 

20-3 

15-3 

1S53  

1,596 

20-9 

15-5 

1954  

1,662 

21  -6 

15-2 

1955  

1,627 

20-82 

15-0 

The  illegitimate  births  (including  stillbirths)  numbered  56  and  were 
3-3  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  and  still  births.  In  1954  the  number  was  50. 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during  1955  was  730, 
including  46  who  died  in  institutions  within  the  Borough,  and  331  who 
died  in  institutions  outside  the  Borough.  This  gives  a total  of  377  deaths 
in  institutions,  i.e.,  51-6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  compared  with 
53-9  per  cent,  in  1954.  The  deaths  during  the  year  are  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  9-34  per  1,000  as  compared  with  8-91  per  1,000  in  1954. 
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DEATH  RATES,  1873—1955 


Period 

BOOTLE 

England  Wales 

Total  Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

1873—1880  

3,823 

21-7 

21-2 

1881—1890  

8,260 

19-9 

191 

1891—1900  

10,942 

20-6 

18-2 

1901—1910  

11,400 

17-8 

15-4 

1911—1920  

12,470 

17-1 

14-3 

1921—1930  

10,336 

13-5 

12-1 

1931—1935  

5,212 

13-5 

120 

1936—1940  

5,019 

13-8 

12-5 

1941—1945  

4,087 

15-6 

11-9 

1946—1950  

3,877 

11-4 

11-5 

1951  

901 

120 

12-5 

1952  

734 

9-7 

11-3 

1953  

602 

7-89 

11-4 

1954  

685 

8-91 

11-3 

1955  

730 

9-34 

11-7 
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Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  shown  in  the 
table  on  page  66. 

Communicable  Diseases. — Epidemic  diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis, 
accounted  for  53  deaths.  Deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  numbered 
5 (as  compared  with  1 during  1954),  including  two  infants  under  one 
year. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  44  deaths, 
bronchitis  for  50,  and  other  respiratory  diseases  for  5,  making  the  total 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (excluding  influenza  and  tuberculosis)  99. 
This  amounts  to  13-6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  as  compared 
with  13-9  per  cent,  in  1954.  Influenza  was  a cause  of  death  in  7 cases. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  131  cases, 
as  compared  with  126  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer 
death-rate  of  1-68  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1-84 
during  the  year  1954. 

Violent  Causes. — There  were  37  deaths  from  violent  causes  (includ- 
ing 13  from  road  traffic  accidents  and  4 from  suicide). 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Thirty  children  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  month,  of  whom  27  died  during  the  first  week  of  life.  This  gives  a 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  18-4  per  1,000  births.  Prematurity  was 
responsible  for  10  of  the  neo-natal  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  47  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  compared  with  62  in  1954.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  28-88 
per  1,000  births,  compared  with  37-3  in  1954.  The  average  rate  for  the 
previous  five  years  was  39-3. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  males  was  33-81  and  in  females 
24-47  per  1,000  live  births. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  was 
24-9  per  1,000  births. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  legitimate  infants  was  28-5,  and  in 
illegitimate  infants  the  rate  was  39-2. 

The  most  important  of  the  causes  of  infant  death  were : pneumonia,  7 ; 
congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and  diseases  peculiar  to  infancy, 
10  ; premature  birth,  10  ; intracranial  haemorrhage  8. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE— BOOTLE  COMPARED 
WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Years 

BOOTLE 

England  Wales 

1901-05  

166 

138 

1906-10  

130 

117 

1911-15  

133 

110 

1916-20  

103 

91 

1921-25  

91 

76 

1926-30  

89 

68 

1931-35  

87 

62 

1936^0  

74 

55 

1941-45  

77-2 

49-8 

1946  

75 

43 

1947  

91-5 

41 

1948  

54-1 

34 

1949  

54-5 

32 

1950  

47-3 

29-8 

1951  

39-9 

29-6 

1952  

43-2 

27-6 

1953  

28-8 

26-8 

1954  

37-3 

25-5 

1955  

28-8 

24-9 

A tabular  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year  is  given  on  page  67. 

Deaths  of  Children  aged  1-5  years. — There  were  4 deaths  of  children 
aged  1 to  5 years,  as  compared  with  9 in  1954.  The  causes  of  death 
were  : meningococcal  infection,  1 ; pneumonia,  1 ; accident,  2. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  two  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  during  the  year.  One  case,  a primipara,  aged 
23  years,  died  in  hospital  of  intra-partum  sepsis  following  the  birth  of 
a stillborn  child.  The  patient  had  resided  in  Bootle  for  only  seven  weeks 
and  had  received  her  ante-natal  supervision  from  her  general  practitioner 
and  the  hospital.  The  second  death  occurred  three  years  after  confine- 
ment due  to  disease  of  the  kidney  occasioned  by  the  original  pregnancy. 
According  to  current  international  usage  this  was  assigned  as  a maternal 
death  “late  effect.”  The  international  rules  are  to  be  altered  in  1958 
and  then  a death  such  as  this  would  be  assigned  to  the  disease  and  not 
to  the  effects  of  pregnancy. 

Inquests. — Inquests  were  held  on  23  deaths. 
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Section  V 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  UNDER  PART  III 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Notification  of  Births 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  was  850  live  births  and  6 stillbirths.  Of  these,  105  related  to 
residents  outside  the  Borough.  The  births  to  Bootle  mothers,  therefore, 
numbered  751,  of  which  domiciliary  births  numbered  537  live  births  and  5 
stillbirths,  and  hospital  births  numbered  209  live  births. 

In  addition  there  were  892  live  births  and  38  stillbirths  to  Bootle 
mothers  notified  from  hospitals  outside  the  borough. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Notification  is  made  in  cases  where  the  birth  weight  is  5Llbs.  or  less. 
In  the  case  of  domiciliary  confinements  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  a 
separate  bedroom  for  mother  and  infant,  and  to  provide  a draught-proof 
cot  with  detachable  lining,  suitable  bedding,  hot  water  bottles  and  special 
feeding  bottles;  if  any  of  the  latter  requirements  are  not  available  they  can 
be  provided  on  loan  from  the  Health  Department. 

In  every  case  of  premature  birth  occurring  at  home,  close  liaison  is 
observed  between  the  midwifery  staff  and  the  health  visitors.  Special 
reference  is  made  by  the  hospital  authorities  to  the  midwifery  service 
when  premature  babies  are  discharged  from  hospital.  Information  is 
given  as  to  the  child’s  general  condition  and  methods  of  feeding,  special 
attention  being  paid  to  these  cases  by  the  staff.  Before  the  midwife 
relinquishes  responsibility,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  Health  Visitor 
for  the  district  to  take  over  early  supervision. 

The  following  notifications  of  premature  births  to  mothers  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  Borough  were  received : — 

In  Borough: — 


(a)  Home  

(b)  Bootle  Maternity  Home  ... 


18 

9 


Outside  Borough: — 

(a)  Walton  Hospital 

(b)  Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital 

(c)  Other  Hospitals, 


126 

16 

13 


182 
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Public  Health  {Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926  to  1937 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the 
year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Four  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  each  week.  During  the  year  593 
new  cases  attended,  corresponding  to  36-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  registered 
births;  in  addition,  133  cases  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  con- 
tinued under  supervision,  and  a total  of  2,534  attenda.nces  was  made, 
with  an  average  of  12-42  patients  per  session.  It  should  be  noted  that 
Bootle  patients  intending  to  enter  Walton  Hospital  for  confinement 
usually  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  at  that  Institution. 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

During  the  year  63  mothers  attended  for  post-natal  examination. 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Six  infant  clinic  sessions  were  conducted  weekly  until  December  when 
a new  clinic  was  opened  at  St.  Oswald’s  Church  Hall,  Netherton. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Clinic 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

Under 

one 

year 

One 

to 

five 

years 

Total 

Under 

one 

year 

One 

to 

five 

years 

Total 

No. 

of 

Ses- 

sions 

Ave- 

rage 

atten- 

dance 

at 

clinic 

Health  Centre — 

Monday  afternoon  ... 

179 

24 

203 

980 

165 

1145 

48 

23-85 

Wednesday  afternoon 

164 

15 

179 

1484 

138 

1622 

52 

31-20 

Thursday  afternoon  ... 

123 

7 

130 

1359 

268 

1627 

52 

31-20 

School  Medical  Office — 

Tuesday  afternoon  ... 

150 

11 

161 

1272 

68 

1340 

51 

26-27 

Thursday  afternoon  ... 

135 

22 

157 

1132 

94 

1226 

52 

23-58 

Simons  Croft  

196 

67 

263 

1887 

515 

2402 

51 

47-10 

St.  Oswald's  

5 

4 

9 

27 

8 

35 

4 

8-75 

TOTALS 

952 

150 

1102 

8141 

1256 

9397 

310 

30-31 
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Women's  Club 

In  conjunction  with  the  Bootle  Personal  Service  Society,  a Women’s 
Club  was  opened  at  the  Health  Centre  in  1952.  The  Club  met  weekly  and 
its  activities  included  talks,  educational  films,  instruction  in  handicrafts 
and  the  making  of  children’s  clothes.  From  an  average  attendance  of  20, 
the  membership  steadily  increased  until  the  room  at  the  Health  Centre 
became  too  small  for  the  increasing  membership.  The  club  met  for  the 
last  time  at  the  Health  Centre  on  the  30th  April,  1954,  and  the  meetings 
are  now  held  in  a larger  room  at  the  nearby  Civil  Defence  Headquarters. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

At  the  end  of  June,  1954,  responsibility  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods  passed  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  Local  Health  Authorities. 
In  addition  to  the  existing  arrangements  at  the  Health  Centre,  School 
Medical  Offices  and  Women’s  Voluntary  Services,  new  Distribution 
Centres  were  opened  at  8 Trinity  Road  and  the  Group  Medical  Centre, 
Simons  Croft,  Ford,  and  from  December,  1955,  a further  centre  was 
opened  at  St.  Oswald’s  Church  Hall. 

Total  issues  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


National  Dried 

Orange  Juice 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  Tablets 

Milk 

(Tins) 

(Bottles) 

(Bottles) 

(Packets) 

68,555 

37,317 

8,520 

4,745 

Problem  Families 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  circular  27/54  dealt  with  the  action  which 
Local  Authorities  might  take  to  prevent  the  break-up  of  families  and 
requested  that  a brief  description  should  be  included  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  developments  which  have  been  possible. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  circular  78/50  issued  jointly 
from  the  Home  Office,  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  a co-ordinating  committee  was  set  up  consisting  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Public  Health,  Children’s,  Social  Services,  Education,  and 
Housing  Departments,  Probation  Office,  National  Assistance  Board,  and 
the  N.S.P.C.C.,  with  the  Medical  Officer  as  Co-ordinating  Officer.  This 
Committee  is  convened  when  necessary  to  discuss  a particular  family 
where  the  difficulties  affect  a number  of  Departments,  and  continuous 
liaison  is  maintained  with  other  interested  parties  in  all  cases. 

As  recommended  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  27/54  the  duty  of 
visiting  and  supervising  problem  families  has  been  placed  on  the  Health 
Visitors,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  each  Health  Visitor  shall  supervise 
the  families  in  her  own  district.  It  was  considered  that  this  was  more 
satisfactory  than  appointing  a Health  Visitor  to  supervise  all  the  problem 
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families  in  the  Borough.  A register  of  these  families  has  been  prepared 
and  case  reports  are  kept.  The  number  and  type  of  case  dealt  with  during 


the  year  may  be  summarised  as  follows  ; — 

Bad  management  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Domestic  difficulties  and  housing  ...  ...  5 

Marital  disharmony  3 

Instability  in  one  or  both  parents 7 

Neglect  or  neglect  with  intemperance  ...  6 

Desertion  2 

Illness  and  inability  to  cope  3 

Illegitimacy  and  infidelity  2 

Child  in  need  of  protection 1 


34 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  cases  were  reviewed  and  the  following 
table  summarises  the  position  : — 

Some  improvement  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Children  taken  into  care  3 

Families  removed  from  district  4 

Still  under  supervision  ...  ...  ...  11 

34 

Material  assistance  is  given  in  many  cases  and  in  this  connection 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  the  Bootle  Nursing  Comforts  and 
Aid  in  Sickness  Trust  have  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Convalescent  Home  Provision 

Convalescence  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  arranged 
through  the  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association  (see  below). 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

Special  arrangements  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  have  been 
operating  for  some  years.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  responsible  for 
taking  such  action  as  is  possible  in  the  interests  of  the  unmarried  mother 
and  her  child. 

Fifty-two  new  cases  were  dealt  with;  these  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  Department  from  the  following  sources: — 


Moral  Welfare  Agencies  12 

Walton  Hospital  13 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  7 

Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Health  Visitors  7 

Found  on  district  3 

Other  Authorities  and  Agencies  ...  ...  5 

Birth  notifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


52 
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The  work  done  in  this  connection  comprised  689  visits  to  homes  and 
32  office  interviews. 

Ten  unmarried  expeetant  mothers  were  admitted  to  Homes  of  the 
Moral  Welfare  Agencies  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation.  Five  un- 
married mothers  subsequently  married. 

The  final  disposal  of  49  surviving  infants  was  as  follows  : — 


Remained  with  Mother 40 

Legal  Adoption  6 

Removed  from  District  or  deceased 2 

Adoption  pending  1 


The  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association 

Representatives  of  this  Association  have  attended  clinics  weekly  to 
undertake  on  behalf  of  the  Council  arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
fitting  of  orthopaedic  appliances  prescribed  by  the  medical  staff,  and  the 
provision  of  clothing,  fireguards  and  convalescent  home  treatment. 
During  the  year  the  Association  dealt  with  155  new  cases  (36  children 
under  5 years  and  1 19  school  children);  31  children  were  sent  to  Convales- 
cent Homes,  with  an  average  stay  for  2 children  under  five  of  31  -5  days 
and  for  29  children  over  five  years  of  24-7  days.  Seven  mothers  with 
their  babies  were  sent  for  convalescence  to  the  Margaret  Beavan  Home. 

In  addition.  Camp  Holidays  of  one  week’s  duration  were  arranged 
for  18  children. 

The  staff  visited  1,530  cases  at  home,  and  1,262  cases  were  interviewed 
at  the  clinic. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Practise 

Twenty-three  midwives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  their 
intention  to  practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough  ; 12  of  these  were  muni- 
cipal midwives,  and  1 1 were  midwives  in  the  Bootle  Maternity  Home. 


Cases  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives 

Cases  attended  (a)  as  midwife 507 

(b)  as  maternity  nurse  ...  32 

Home  Visits  (ante-natal)  4,353 

„ „ (puerperium)  9,248 


In  addition  the  midwives  made  2,068  home  visits  to  cases  discharged 
from  hospital  or  maternity  home  before  the  fourteenth  day. 


19 


Of  the  total  of  1,669  live  and  still  births  to  Bootle  mothers  the  muni- 
cipal midvvives  attended  542  births  (32-4  per  cent.),  ^and  the  remaining 


births  took  place  in  the  following  institutions:— 

Walton  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  632 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital 178 

Bootle  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  209 

Other  Hospitals  98 

Private  Residences,  etc.  10 


(These  figures  include  42  stillbirths).  1 127 


Patients  engage  the  services  of  the  midwife  nearest  to  their  own  homes, 
and  the  midwife  is  responsible  for  their  ante-natal  care  from  the  date  of 
booking. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

Twelve  municipal  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas-air 
analgesia  ; five  sets  of  apparatus  are  in  use. 

During  the  year,  gas-air  analgesia  was  given  in  491  cases;  Pethidine 
was  administered  in  40  cases. 

Medical  Aid 

The  services  of  medical  practitioners  were  requested  in  99  domiciliary 
maternity  cases  during  the  year.  In  75  cases  the  medical  practitioners 
had  arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service.  In  the  remaining  24  cases  the  Local 
Authority  paid  the  fees  of  the  practitioners. 

Transport 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  receives  a car  allowance 
based  on  mileage.  Municipal  midwives  receive  a travelling  allowance  of 
13s.  Od.  per  month.  During  the  night,  if  public  service  vehicles  are  not 
available,  transport  is  provided  from  the  Ambulance  Depot. 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Visitation 

The  staff  paid  24,925  home  visits,  including  9,071  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  and  13,951  visits  to  children  aged  from  one  to  five  years. 

Home  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  598  home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  to 
advise  them  on  general  and  personal  hygiene,  with  a view  to  promoting 
normal  childbirth. 

Staff 

The  establishment  provides  for  one  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 
and  ten  full-time  health  visitors,  of  whom  one  is  mainly  responsible  for 
the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
eleven  health  visitors  (two  part  time)  were  employed. 
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Because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  health  visitors,  the  Committee 
in  November,  1948,  approved  of  a scheme  for  the  engagement  of  student 
health  visitors  who  would  attend  a whole-time  course  of  training  at  the 
Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene  and  would  receive  during  the 
first  year  three-quarters  of  the  minimum  salary  of  a health  visitor.  After 
the  period  of  training  they  would  return  to  the  service  of  the  Authority 
for  the  remainder  of  the  twelve  months,  and  if  successful  in  obtaining  the 
Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  would,  if  required,  give  a further  twelve 
months’  service  to  the  Authority.  No  student  was  engaged  during  the 
year. 

Home  Nursing 

Premises 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  continued  to  be  administered  from  the 
headquarters  at  81  Balliol  Road. 

Staff 

All  the  staff  were  non-resident.  The  establishment  provides  for  a 
Superintendent  and  10  District  Nurses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff 
consisted  of  the  Superintendent,  3 full-time  State  Registered  Nurses 
(one  male)  ; 3 part-time  State  Registered  Nurses  ; 2 full-time  State 
Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses,  1 part-time  State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse, 
and  2 non-enrolled  Assistant  Nurses  (one  part-time). 

Visits 

During  the  year  32,711  visits  were  paid  to  1,845  patients,  including 
209  cases  carried  over  from  1954. 

Transport 

The  Home  Nurses  are  granted  a cycle  allowance  of  13s.  per  month. 
Developments 

The  most  notable  development  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has 
been  the  increasing  number  of  injections  which  the  nurses  are  required 
to  give  on  the  instructions  of  the  local  general  practitioners.  Out  of  a 
total  of  1,845  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year,  1,099  (or  59-57%) 
required  injections.  The  following  table  gives  further  details  of  this  branch 
of  the  work  : — 


Classification  of  Injections  given  to  Patients  during  1955 


Patients 

Injections 

Insulin  ... 

17 

2,498 

Streptomycin 

56 

1,469 

Penicillin 

,.  806 

4,460 

Anahaemin 

33 

612 

Other  injections  including 

Mcrsalyl  and  Morphia  ., 

187 

2,004 
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Apart  from  injections,  the  work  of  the  Home  Nurses  may  be  divided 
between  acute  medical,  chronic  medical  (including  a large  number  of 
cardiac  cases),  surgical  (mostly  post-operative  dressings),  geriatric,  and 
miscellaneous.  A substantial  number  of  cancer  cases  are  now  being 
visited  by  the  Home  Nurses,  mainly  patients  who  have  received  radium 
treatment  in  hospitals  and  who  require  dressings  on  their  return  home. 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  the  home  nursing  of  sick  children, 
but  254  (or  13%)  of  the  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  children 
under  5,  while  128  (or  7%)  were  children  between  5 and  15  years.  The 
former  group  required  mostly  dressings  after  minor  operations,  care 
during  bronchitis,  etc.  Of  the  latter  group,  a large  number  required 
penicillin  injections  for  Otitis  Media. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination 

During  the  year  vaccination  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners  and  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  staff.  The 
numbers  dealt  with  were  as  follows: — 

By  general  practitioners  ...  ...  ...  448 

By  Local  Health  Authority’s  staff  349 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  vaccinated  was  750  (418  by 
general  practitioners  and  332  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department). 
This  represents  46  per  cent,  of  the  live  births  during  the  year. 

Immunisation 

During  1932  a scheme  was  inaugurated  whereby  a specific  clinic 
appointment  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  made  to  parents 
when  their  children  reach  the  age  of  nine  months.  During  the  year  a 
total  of  1,113  children  completed  the  series  of  inoculations.  This  com- 
pares with  1,229  children  inoculated  in  1954.  A reinforcing  inoculation 
was  given  to  748  previously  inoculated  children.  The  present  position  is 
that  50-2  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  77-7  per  cent, 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  have  been  protected 
against  this  disease. 

Parents  are  advised  that  immunisation  can  be  carried  out  either  by 
their  own  doctor  or  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  staff,  and 
it  is  now  possible  to  offer  immunisation  at  all  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  completing  the 
series  of  inoculations  since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

In  November,  1952,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended  the 
Health  Committee  to  provide  facilities  for  the  immunisation  of  young 
children  against  whooping  cough.  This  recommendation  was  adopted 
and  came  into  operation  the  following  year.  During  1955,  the  number  of 
children  who  received  the  full  course  of  inoculations  was  as  follows: 

By  General  Practitioners  124 

By  the  Local  Authority’s  Staff  ...  ...  400 


Ambulance  Service 


Administration 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Mutual  Aid 

Arrangements  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  the  Liver- 
pool City  Council  for  mutual  aid  in  cases  of  emergency  have  been  con- 
tinued. 


Vehicles 

The  vehicles  now  in  use  comprise  a Daimler  ambulance,  two  Bedford 
chassis  with  Lomas  bodies,  and  two  Austin  ambulances,  together  with  a 
Chrysler  saloon  which  is  used  for  sitting  cases.  An  old  Austin  ambulance 
has  been  reconditioned  for  Civil  Defence  purposes. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  calls  dealt  with  was  as  follows: — 


Day 

Night 

7 a.m. — 1 1 p.m. 

1 1 p.m. — 7 a.m 

Hospital  Transfers 

4014 

121 

Accidents  (a)  Docks 

391 

62 

(b)  Elsewhere 

1044 

187 

Sickness  and  Maternity... 
Removals  on  behalf  of 

2401 

461 

Lancs.  C.C. 

36 

2 

Mental  Health  Service  ... 

470 

10 

Others  

653 

374 

9009 

1217 

24 


In  1954  the  comparative  figures  were  6,863  day  calls  and  755  night 
calls. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  above  categories  removed  during  the 
year  was  22,416,  as  against  19,283  last  year. 

In  addition,  100  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  hospital 
by  the  ambulance  allocated  to  this  work,  which  also  conveyed  313  tuber- 
culous patients  for  X-ray  examination,  re-fills,  etc. 


Prevention  of  Illness  (Care  and  After-Care) 

Tuberculosis 

The  Health  Committee  has  appointed  a Care-Sub-Committee  to 
deal  with  the  special  problems  of  tuberculous  patients  in  the  home. 
Assistance  is  given  in  providing  nursing  requisites,  sputum  flasks,  etc. 
Where  the  housing  accommodation  is  overcrowded  or  unsuitable,  repre- 
sentations are  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Housing 
Committee  so  that  priority  can  be  given  to  such  cases. 

B.C.C.  Vaccination 

The  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  obtained 
to  an  amendment  of  the  Council’s  proposals  under  Section  28  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  to  permit  the  Council  to  provide 
for  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  suitable  cases  for  persons  in  contact  with 
tuberculous  infection.  During  the  year  130  children  were  vaccinated. 

Mental  Illness  or  Defectiveness 

Two  whole-time  mental  health  workers  are  engaged,  and  they  made 
156  pre-care  and  825  after-care  visits  during  the  year. 

Training  of  Defectives 

By  arrangement  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  mental  defec- 
tives under  supervision  attend  the  Occupation  Centre,  Waterloo.  Eleven 
children  were  attending  the  Centre  at  the  end  of  1955.  Ten  children  are 
on  the  waiting  list  for  admission,  but  there  is  little  prospect  of  these  and 
other  suitable  cases  being  admitted  in  the  near  future.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  more  Occupation  Centre  accommodation  is  not  available  for  Bootle 
children,  as  this  would  relieve  the  strain  and  tension  on  the  mothers  and 
provide  training  for  young  mental  defectives. 

Provision  of  Sick-room  Equipment 

Articles  of  sick-room  equipment  are  stored  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Home  Nursing  Service  and  are  issued  on  loan.  A deposit  is  requested 
and  is  refunded  when  the  articles  are  returned  in  good  condition, 
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Convalescence 

In  accordance  with  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  convalescence  not  involving  medical  treatment  was  arranged  for 
patients  recommended  by  general  practitioners.  A period  of  con- 
valescence was  approved  by  the  Health  Committee  for  12  patients. 


Health  Education 

General  Publicity 

The  use  of  the  Exhibition  Service  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  has  been  continued  during  the  year  and  various  topics  displayed 
on  the  exhibition  stand  at  the  Health  Centre.  In  addition,  other  posters 
and  leaflets  issued  by  the  Central  Council  have  been  utilised. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

During  the  year  the  equivalent  of  13  full-time  workers  has  been 
engaged,  together  with  the  supervisor,  and  119  new  cases  received  assis- 
tance; these  with  79  cases  carried  over  from  1954  made  a total  of  198  cases 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  cases  assisted; — 

Households  provided  No.  of  Hours 


Type  of  Case 

with  help 

worked 

(a) 

Tuberculosis 

9 

4,591 

(b) 

(c) 

Maternity  ... 

Chronic  Sick  includ- 

25 

1,153 

ing  aged  and  infirm 

124 

23,110 

(d) 

Others 

40 

2,016 

198 

30,870 

The  scale  of  assessment  recommended  by  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations  has  been  applied,  but  this  was  amended  in  April,  1954, 
the  most  important  alteration  being  an  increase  in  personal  allowances. 
Any  householder  utilising  the  Service  has  a right  to  appeal  against  the 
assessment  in  cases  where  it  is  felt  that  the  scale  would  impose  undue 
hardship,  and  these  appeals  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Committee. 
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Section  VI 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Department  continued  throughout 

the  year  to  fulfil  all  demands  in  connection  with: — 

1 . The  visitation,  certification  and  removal  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  to  mental  hospitals  in  accordance  with  the  Lunacy  Act, 

1890. 

2.  The  visitation  and  subsequent  arrangements  for  the  admis- 
sion and  treatment  of  “voluntary”  patients  in  mental 
hospitals  as  provided  for  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930. 

3.  The  domiciliary  after-care  and  welfare  of  patients  discharged 
from  mental  hospitals  and  recommended  for  such  care. 

4.  The  domiciliary  supervision  of  all  notified  cases  of  mental 
deficiency,  the  home  visitation  and  welfare  of  mental  defec- 
tives under  guardianship,  and  the  detailed  arrangements 
arising  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  those  mental 
defectives  whom  it  is  found  necessary  to  admit  to  institutions 
or  colonies. 

Details  of  the  service  are  as  follows:  — 

1.  Administration 

(a)  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  consists  of  6 mem.bers  of  the 
Health  Committee.  The  work  of  this  Sub-Committee  has  been 
amalgamated  into  the  general  work  of  the  Health  Committee  which 
meets  monthly. 

(b)  Staff. — The  medical  direction  of  the  service  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  Liver- 
pool City  Council  the  services  of  a specialist  medical  officer  with 
experience  in  both  mental  illness  and  mental  defectiveness  are 
available.  Two  mental  health  workers  are  engaged,  one  male  and 
one  female,  and  these  have  been  designated  “Duly  Authorised 
Officers.”  The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  available  for  duty  out- 
side office  hours  and  undertake  full  stand-by  for  night  and  week-end 
duty  if  required.  They  are  provided  with  a telephone,  and  the  Police 
Department  and  the  medical  practitioners  are  supplied  with  inform- 
ation to  enable  them  to  contact  the  officer  on  duty.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  one  Duly  Authorised  Officer  reached  retirement  age, 
and  his  services  were  retained  for  part-time  relief  and  stand-by  duty. 

(c)  Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Management 
Committee. — By  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  the  services  of  one  or  more  specialist  medical  officers  are 
available  in  a consultative  capacity  in  connection  with  the  ascertain- 
ment of  mental  defectives. 
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The  supervision  of  patients  on  trial  or  on  licence  from  Mental 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives  is  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Hospitals  and  Institutions  by  the  Mental  Health  Workers 
of  the  local  authority. 

(d)  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  associations. 

(e)  No  arrangements  have  been  initiated  for  the  training  of  additional 
Mental  Health  Workers. 


2.  Account  of  Work  undertaken  in  the  Community 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section  28.  Prevention,  Care  and 
After-Care. — During  the  past  year  the  number  of  pre-care  visits 
made  was  156,  and  for  after-care  purposes  following  up  patients 
discharged  from  hospitals,  825  visits.  Six  female  senile  dementia 
patients  were  removed  to  Newsham  General  Hospital  and  six  male 
senile  dementia  patients  were  removed  to  Westminster  House. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  five  patients  to  attend  Bootle  Hospital 
Psychiatric  Clinic  and  one  to  Ormskirk  Clinic.  This  patient  was 
escorted  to  Ormskirk  and  home  again  after  normal  office  hours. 

(b)  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890 — 1930. — Under  the  Lunacy 
Act,  1890,  as  amended  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
86  patients  were  escorted  to  mental  hospitals.  Investigations  for 
mental  disorder,  apart  from  removals,  were  carried  out  in  respect  of 
65  persons  reported  to  the  Service.  The  total  number  of  visits  dur- 
ing the  year  amounted  to  1,422. 

(c)  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 1938. 

(i)  Twenty-seven  reports  were  made  in  respect  of  patients  on 
licence  from  Institutions  and  28  reports  for  re-certification 
purposes.  Eighteen  home  reports  were  also  submitted  to  various 
institutions  regarding  holiday  licences  for  defectives. 

(ii)  During  the  year  12  mental  defectives  were  ascertained  and 
found  subject  to  be  dealt  with.  The  total  number  of  defectives 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  240. 


In  Institutions 
Under  Guardianship 


107 

3 

4 
115 


Patients  on  licence  from  Institutions 
Patients  unde  statutory  supervision 
Patients  under  voluntary  supervision 


II 


Two  defectives  were  on  the  waiting  list  for  institutional  care  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 
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(iii)  Two  guardianship  cases  in  Liverpool  are  visited  by  officers  of 
the  Liverpool  Mental  Health  Service  by  arrangement,  as 
suggested  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  one  guardianship 
case  in  the  Borough  is  visited  at  regular  intervals  for  supervision 
purposes,  and  a Judicial  Order  was  renewed  during  the  year 
for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 

(iv)  Nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  domicilary  visits  were  made  for 
statutory  and  voluntary  supervision  of  mental  defectives. 

(v)  One  defective  was  conveyed  and  escorted  from  the  County 
Quarter  Sessions,  Islington,  Liverpool,  to  Calderstones  Hospital 
under  Section  8. LB  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  One 
defective  was  escorted  from  Liverpool  Police  Court  to  Brockhall 
Hospital,  near  Blackburn,  under  the  same  section.  One  defective 
person  was  escorted  from  Redcote  Training  Centre,  Southamp- 
ton, to  St.  Saviour’s  Convent,  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool. 

(vi)  Eleven  mental  defectives  are  attending  the  Occupation  Centre 
at  Waterloo.  (See  page  24.) 

(vii)  Short-Stay  Homes. — In  February  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  was  obtained  to  short-stay  accommodation  being 
provided  for  mental  defectives  when  necessary  owing  to  family 
circumstances,  and  one  child  was  so  accommodated  for  a period 
of  two  weeks. 

3.  Procedure 

Patients  may  be  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

1.  Voluntary  patients  are  admitted  to  hospital  via  the  psychiatric 
clinics  and  where  necessary  are  accompanied  by  the  Mental 
Health  Workers. 

2.  Temporary  treatment  without  certification  is  another  method  by 
which  patients  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Treatment 
Act,  1930,  where  the  patient  for  the  time  being  is  incapable  of 
expressing  himself  as  willing  or  unwilling  to  receive  treatment. 
It  is  seldom  used  in  this  area. 

3.  Patients  removed  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  on  a Three 
Day  Order,  to  a hospital  designated  for  the  purposes  of  Section 
20  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  are  quite  frequently  brought  before  a 
magistrate  and  a doctor  called  in  by  him  to  assist  him,  within 
the  three  days,  in  the  presence  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer. 
They  are  then  either  certified  and  removed  to  the  mental  hospital 
stated  in  the  Order,  or  they  are  discharged.  They  may  otherwise 
be  given  the  option  of  receiving  treatment  voluntarily.  Alter- 
natively if  the  patient  requires  a further  period  of  observation, 
the  Three  Day  Order  may  be  extended  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  hospital  for  a further  period  of  14  days.  Before  this  period 
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has  expired,  the  patient  must  be  either  certified,  accepted  as  a 
voluntary  patient,  or  discharged.  There  is  no  legal  authority 
for  detention  after  the  expiration  of  this  period. 

4.  Aged  persons  suffering  from  mental  disturbances  are  sometimes 
difficult  to  deal  with,  as  the  present  day  trend  is  not  to  deal  with 
them  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  but  to  remove  them  to  wards  in  a 
hospital  specially  allocated  for  cases  of  senile  dementia,  and  for 
these  there  is  unfortunately  usually  a long  waiting  list. 


4.  Some  Typical  Cases 

The  following  are  a few  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 

Patient  “A”  was  referred  by  her  doctor.  She  was  a married 
woman  with  a home  and  family.  When  interviewed  she  was  found 
to  be  suffering  from  depression  and  was  potentially  suicidal.  After 
being  seen  by  a psychiatrist  at  the  clinic,  she  was  admitted  to  a mental 
hospital  as  a voluntary  patient.  After  two  months’  treatment  she 
recovered  sufficiently  to  be  discharged  home  and  was  then  visited 
regularly  for  after-care  purposes.  Owing  to  the  strain  of  domestic 
worries  she  unfortunately  broke  down  again  and  had  to  be  re- 
admitted as  a voluntary  patient;  this  time  the  period  of  treatment 
was  three  months.  Since  then  she  has  continued  satisfactorily.  This 
patient  was  always  most  co-operative  and  welcomed  our  visits. 
Eventually  she  took  up  full-time  employment  to  augment  the  family 
income  and  to  give  her  some  outside  interest. 

Patient  “B”  was  83  years  of  age.  She  was  referred  by  her  doctor 
as  suffering  from  senile  dementia.  Owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of 
beds  for  female  patients,  this  type  of  case  presents  a difficult  problem. 
In  this  particular  case,  after  some  days  on  the  waiting  list  for  the 
senile  dementia  ward,  the  patient  had  to  be  admitted  to  a mental 
hospital  on  an  Order  under  the  Lunacy  Act  on  account  of  marked 
psychotic  behaviour.  This  was  only  resorted  to  because  the  patient 
became  quite  unmanageable  at  home. 

Patient  “C”  on  leaving  school  was  referred  by  the  Education 
Committee  as  being  mentally  handicapped  and  in  need  of  supervision. 
He  was  well  behaved  during  schooldays,  though  inclined  to  bad 
temper  over  trifles.  His  behaviour  subsequently  rapidly  deteriorated 
and  he  was  placed  on  probation  for  shop  breaking.  The  Probation 
Officer  and  Mental  Health  Worker  saw  him  frequently,  separately 
and  together,  and  he  was  placed  in  a number  of  jobs,  none  of  which 
he  held  for  long.  His  behaviour  became  aggressive  and  he  developed 
hallucinations  and  eventually,  for  his  own  and  the  public  safety, 
he  was  admitted  to  a mental  hospital  under  the  Lunacy  Acts.  Latest 
reports  indicate  that  he  is  now  much  improved  and  due  shortly  for 
discharge. 
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Patient  “D”  is  a single  man  of  37  who  has  a long  history  of 
mental  illness  of  a schizophrenic  type.  He  has  been  in  mental 
hospitals  both  as  a voluntary  patient  and  as  a certified  patient  on 
many  occasions.  He  was  discharged  from  hospital  during  the  year 
for  a period  on  trial  and  was  visited  by  the  Mental  Health  Worker. 
Owing  to  the  nature  of  his  illness  and  the  number  of  breakdowns 
it  was  felt  that  his  rehabilitation  should  not  be  hurried,  and  to  this 
end  he  was  encouraged  to  try  to  decorate  his  house  and  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  art,  for  which  he  showed  some  talent.  His  progress 
was  satisfactory  and  with  the  confidence  he  had  gained  he  obtained 
a job  in  a local  factory  where  he  is  at  present  still  employed.  He  is 
seen  quite  often  and  has  been  persuaded  to  attend  his  own  doctor 
on  one  or  two  occasions  when  it  appeared  that  a further  breakdown 
was  imminent. 
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Section  VII 

DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  EXPECTANT  AND 
NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  the  Dental  Officer: — 
(a)  PATIENTS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

210 

205 

168 

149 

Children  under  Five  

149 

144 

1 

136  117 

(b)  FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED 


Ex- 

trac- 

tions 

Anaes 

thetics 

Fill- 

ings 

Scal- 
ings or 
Scal- 
ing & 
Gum 
Treat- 
ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Dres- 

sings 

Radio- 

graphs 

Den 

Pro\ 

tures 

>ided 

Local 

Gen- 

eral 

Com- 

plete 

Par- 

tial 

Expectant 

and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

379 

52 

34 

28 

29 

— 

4 

— 

88 

31 

Children 

under 

Five 

176 

— 

140 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X-Ray  Examinations. — Facilities  for  X-ray  examinations  are  available 
at  the  Liverpool  Dental  Hospital. 
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Section  VIII 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  is 
summarised  as  follows:  — 


Cases  admitted  to 

notified 

hospital 

Deaths 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  52(2) 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

...  5 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

...  499 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

...  217 

— 

— 

Infant  Diarrhoea  (under 

two 

years)  voluntarily  notifiable  15 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

...  23 

— 

44 

Meningococcal  Infections 

...  7(4) 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

...  36(1) 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

...  14 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  — 

— 

— 

Malaria 

...  — 

— 

— 

*Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

...  88 

— 

16 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

...  8 

— 

2 

♦Primary  notifications. 

(The  totals  in  brackets  give  number  of  cases  where  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed). 

Food  Poisoning. — Fourteen  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to 
the  Department. 

Food  poisoning  notifications  (corrected)  were  returned  to  the  Regis- 
trar General  as  follows: — ■ 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 
1 4 5 2 12 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents: — 

Total  outbreaks  ...  Nil.  Total  cases  Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause: — 

Total  outbreaks  ...  Nil.  Total  cases  Nil. 


Single  Cases: — 

*Agents  identified  ...  9 Unknown  cause  ...  3 Total  12 
* Typhi  murium  6 Sal,  Stanley  2 Sal,  Enteritidis  \ 
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Section  IX 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  Register. — The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at 
31st  December,  1955,  totalled  792.  The  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  included  343  adult  males,  373  adult  females,  15  male  children, 
and  13  female  children  (total  744).  The  patients  suffering  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  included  17  adult  males,  20  adult  females,  5 male 
children,  and  6 female  children  (total  48). 

Incidence. — The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  was  96  (88  pul- 
monary and  8 non-pulmonary),  as  compared  with  138  for  the  previous 
year.  Notifications  during  recent  years  were  as  follows ; — 

Tuberculosis 

Year  Notifications 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


190 

152 

167 

181 

165 

197* 

181 

149 


1954 

1955 


138 

96 


Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  was  18  amounting  to  2-47  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  and 
giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0-23  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  0-27  last  year. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Incidence.— Eighty -tighi  new  cases  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1955,  a decrease  of  41  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  The  numbers  notified  during  the  past  few  years  were 
as  follows  : — 


Year 


Notifications  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


161 

123 

137 
164 
145 
180* 
163 

138 
129 

88 


♦Includes  15  Netherton  cases  transferred  consequent  upon  extension  of  Borough 


boundaries. 


34 


Mortality. — During  the  year  16  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  0-20  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  0-26  in  1954,  0-26  in  1953,  0-42  in  1952, 
0-49  in  1951,  0-84  in  1950.  There  were  15  deaths  among  males  and  1 
among  females. 

Chest  Clinic. — ^During  the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  examined 
615  patients  newly  referred.  Attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  securing 
the  attendance  for  examination  of  contacts  of  notified  cases,  and  530 
Mantoux  tests  were  made.  Of  these  contacts  325  were  new  cases  and  423 
were  old  cases  who  were  re-examined.  The  Tuberculosis  Visitors  made 
2,305  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients. 

During  the  year  130  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  and  the  number  of  home  visits 
has  shown  a considerable  increase  during  the  past  few  years,  largely  due 
to  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Tuberculosis  Visitor  towards  the  end 


of  1950.  The  following  table  shows  this  comparison ; — 


Year 

Contacts  examined 

Home  Visits 

1948 

75  ... 

...  553 

1949 

140  ... 

...  516 

1950 

263  ... 

...  470 

1951 

504  ... 

...  2,035 

1952 

463  ... 

...  2,274 

1953 

577  ... 

...  2,397 

1954 

757  ... 

...  2,442 

1955  

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

748  ... 

...  2,305 

Incidence. — During  the  year  8 new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis were  notified,  as  compared  with  1 1 in  1953,  namely  : — 2 bone  and 
joint,  1 glands,  I meninges,  and  4 other  sites. 

Mortality. — Two  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Public  Health  {Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — There 
was  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  the  above  Regulations  relating  to 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.-  Section  172. — No  action  was  taken  under 
this  Section  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
to  hospital. 

Preventive,  Care  and  After-Care  Services 

(i)  Ascertainment  of  Contacts.— \x\  every  case,  after  receipt  of  a notifi- 
cation, a visit  is  paid  to  the  home  with  the  object  of  tracing  contacts 
and  arrangements  are  made  for  their  examination  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 
In  the  case  of  children  under  15,  the  Chest  Physician  examines  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  B.C.G.  Vaccination  should  be  given. 
Adults  are  referred  to  Walton  Hospital  for  a 5"  x 4"  film,  which  is 
then  forwarded  to  the  Chest  Physician. 
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In  this  connection  special  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  for  children 
who  are  contacts  of  notified  and  known  cases,  or  are  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  by  general  practitioners  or  the  medical  staff  of  the  De- 
partment. By  this  means  the  children  are  kept  separate  from  any 
known  cases  of  tuberculosis  while  attending  the  Clinic. 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
notified  cases  in  recent  years  is  as  follows: — 


Year 

Cases  Notified  (Pulmonary) 

Contacts  examined 

1950 

145 

263 

1951 

180 

504 

1952 

163 

463 

1953 

138 

577 

1954 

129 

757 

1955 

88 

748 

(ii)  Employment  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. — About  one-third  of  the  cases 
on  the  register  are  known  to  be  working,  but  in  the  main,  these  are 
quiescent  cases,  as  it  is  very  difficult  for  patients  with  a positive  sputum 
to  obtain  employment  (unless  they  fail  to  disclose  this  information 
when  applying  for  work).  There  is  a local  branch  of  Remploy  in  the 
Borough  and  some  of  the  patients  have  found  employment  there. 

The  patients  who  are  working  are  kept  under  observation,  and 
generally  speaking,  they  are  found  able  to  maintain  themselves  in 
employment.  It  seems  likely  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  owing 
to  the  financial  help  now  obtainable  through  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  patients  are  not  as  anxious  as  formerly  to  return  to  work 
before  they  are  sufficiently  recovered  to  undertake  full  employment. 

Another  factor  bearing  on  this  matter  is  the  number  of  cases  which 
are  now  treated  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  these  cases  being 
found  through  efficient  contact  tracing  and  the  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit. 

(iii)  Notifications  after  Death. — In  every  case  where  notification  is  re- 
ceived after  the  death  of  the  patient,  the  contacts  are  traced  and  urged 
to  attend  for  examination. 

(iv)  Ascertainment  and  Follow-Up  of  Early  Cases  among  Children. — The 
Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visits  the  schools  in  the  Borough 
from  time  to  time,  and  in  addition,  the  general  practitioners  are  very 
co-operative  in  referring  children  to  the  Chest  Clinic.  Probably  50 
per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  are  sent  in  by  the  general  practi- 
tioners, the  remainder  being  sent  by  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment. In  all  cases  of  a primary  lesion  in  children,  home  contacts 
are  traced  and  arrangements  made  for  their  examination. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Liverpool  Regional 
Hospital  Board  commenced  a large-scale  survey  of  the  Borough  in 
September  and  particulars  of  this  survey  will  be  included  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  next  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY,  BOOTLE  AND 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1926—1955 


Year 

Deaths  from  Tuber 
per  1 ,000 

culosis  {All  Forms) 
copulation 

BOOTLE 

England  & Wales 

1926 

1-5 

0-96 

1927 

1-5 

0-97 

1928 

1-3 

0-93 

1929 

1-3 

0-91 

1930 

1-3 

0-90 

1931 

1-59 

0-89 

1932 

1-34 

0-84 

1933 

1-50 

0-82 

1934 

1-37 

0-76 

1935 

M7 

0-72 

1936 

1-34 

0-69 

1937 

Ml 

0-69 

1938 

105 

0-63 

1939 

108 

0-58 

1940 

103 

0-67 

1941 

1-62 

0-73 

1942 

1-37 

0-65 

1943 

1-28 

0-67 

1944 

1-14 

0-63 

1945 

1-01 

0-62 

1946 

1-20 

0-55 

1947 

0-92 

0-55 

1948 

0-92 

0-51 

1949 

104 

0-45 

1950 

0-88 

0-36 

1951 

0-54 

0-31 

1952 

0-53 

0-24 

1953 

0-29 

0-20 

1954 

0-27 

018 

1955 

0-23 

015 
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Section  X 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  as  from  5th  July,  1948. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treat- 
ment Centres  shows  82  persons  under  treatment  on  31st  December,  1955, 
as  against  124  on  1st  January,  1955,  and  a decrease  in  new  cases,  the 
figure  being  278,  as  contrasted  with  306  in  1954.  The  total  of  278  included 
147  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  venereal  disease  was  not  established. 

The  total  attendances  for  treatment  made  at  the  Centre  during  the 
year  showed  a decrease  from  2,222  to  1,556.  During  1955,  243  cases 
were  discharged  on  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  against 
314  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  cases  presenting 
themselves  for  treatment  during  the  last  six  years : — 

BOOTLE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

New  Cases  (total) 

382 

400 

330 

311 

306 

278 

New  Cases  (svphilis)  

75 

54 

48 

16 

14 

14 

New  Cases  (gonorrhoea) 

Total  Attendances  (excluding  in- 

161 

166 

113 

52 

37 

38 

termediate  treatment) 

Attendances  for  intermediate  treat- 

4745 

4592 

4157 

2922 

2222 

1525 

ment  

No.  discharged  after  completion  of 

198 

182 

265 

17 

— 

31 

observation  and  treatment 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  after 
completion  of  treatment,  but 

229 

195 

331 

363 

314 

243 

before  final  tests  as  to  cure 

No.  not  completing  treatment 

32 

25 

18 

26 

22 

— 

and/or  observation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Bootle  residents  accounted  for  26-2%  of  the  new  cases  under 
treatment  at  the  Bootle  Hospital  Centre.  Authorities  contributing  the 
remaining  cases  being  : — Lancashire  C.C.,  23%  ; Liverpool,  16-9%  ; 
and  Others,  33-9%. 

The  follow-up  of  defaulters  is  undertaken  by  a health  visitor  (for 
females)  and  a sanitary  inspector  (for  males)  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
persuade  them  to  continue  treatment  at  the  Clinic. 
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Section  XI 

BLIND  WELFARE 

The  administration  of  the  Council’s  Blind  Welfare  Scheme  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Social  Services  Committee. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1955  was 
198  (85  men,  and  109  women  and  4 children).  The  number  of  partially 
sighted  persons  on  the  register  was  85  (20  men,  60  women  and  5 children). 

The  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  Social  Services  Officer  for  the 
information  in  Part  A of  the  following  statement: — 

A.  FOLLOW-UP  OF  REGISTERED  BLIND  AND 
PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS 


Cause  of  Disability 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(i)  Number  of  cases  registered  dur- 
ing the  year  in  respect  of  which 
para.  7(c)  of  Form  B.D.8  re- 
commends:— 

(a)  No  treatment  

20 

20 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgi- 
cal or  optical)  

7 

1 

— 

9 

(ii)  Number  ofcases  at  (i)(b)  above 
which  on  follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment  

3 

1 

— 

5 

Total  Number  of  Forms  B.D.S  received  during  the  year. — ^52,  but  5 of 
these  cases  appear  twice  in  the  above  table  as  the  patients  were  suffering 
from  a double  disability. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons 
on  the  registers  at  31st  December,  1955: — 


Blind  Register: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Adults  

85 

109 

194 

Children 

— 

4 

4 

Total 

85 

113 

198 

Partially-Sighted  Register:— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Adults  

20 

60 

80 

Children 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

22 

63 

85 
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B.  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  Nil 


Section  XII 

EPILEPSY  AND  CEREBRAL  PALSY 

Epilepsy 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  incidence  of  epilepsy  as  the  condition  is 
not  notifiable,  but  the  following  statistics  have  been  supplied  by  the  Social 


Services  Officer: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Domiciliary 

...  ... 

4 

6 

10 

Colony  ... 

... 

5 

2 

7 

Institution 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

8 

17 

In  addition,  the  Local  Education  Department  have  3 cases  in  their 
records,  and  these  are  receiving  special  educational  treatment  either  at 
home  or  in  special  schools. 


Cerebral  Palsy 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  is  not  known  completely  as  it  is  not 
notifiable.  The  Social  Services  Department  have  the  following  cases 
under  supervision; — 

Males  Females  Total 

Domiciliary  ...  ...  3 2 5 

while  the  Education  Department  have  records  of  24  cases  of  whom  5 are 
receiving  special  educational  treatment,  either  at  home  or  in  special 
schools. 


Facilities  available  for  Handicapped  Persons 

There  are  no  specific  facilities  provided  by  the  Health  Department 
for  these  groups  of  handicapped  persons,  and  no  fixed  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Social  Services  Department  who  have  responsibilities 
to  handicapped  persons  under  the  National  Assistance  Act.  Each  case  is 
judged  on  its  merits  and  co-ordination  with  the  other  health  and  welfare 
services  is  easily  obtained. 


40 


Section  XIII 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

During  the  year  notable  progress  was  made  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  which  commenced  in  1951.  Five  Clearance  Orders  and  one 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  were  made  which  included  122  properties 
housing  574  persons.  Also  a survey  was  carried  out  of  two  further  areas, 
comprising  156  houses,  which  are  to  be  officially  represented  early  next 
year. 

The  Sanitary  Department  plays  a major  part  in  large  slum  clearance 
schemes  of  this  kind,  and  much  hard  and  uncongenial  work  is  involved 
for  the  Inspectors  and  Clerical  staff  concerned,  but  of  all  the  manifold 
duties  for  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible,  none  gives  him 
greater  personal  satisfaction  than  that  which  results  in  the  improvement 
of  the  basic  environmental  conditions  of  the  people. 

Further  details  of  the  progress  of  slum  clearance  are  set  out  else- 
where in  this  report. 

Active  steps  have  been  taken  to  reduce  the  amount  of  atmospheric 
pollution,  but  it  must  be  reported  that  no  appreciable  improvement  can 
be  expected  until  the  Clean  Air  Bill  is  passed  into  law  and  its  provisions 
vigorously  enforced. 

Lectures  continued  to  be  held  at  the  Liverpool  University  School  of 
Hygiene  and  several  boiler  firemen  were  persuaded  to  attend,  with 
gratifying  results. 

There  were  3,711  complaints  from  householders  and  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  7,010  nuisances,  a decrease  of  188  nuisances  on  the 
previous  year,  and  the  number  of  complaints  decreased  by  187.  These 
figures  are  interpreted  as  showing  a modest  improvement  in  the  overall 
position. 

The  value  of  carrying  our  “ work  in  default  ” under  the  terms  of 
the  relevant  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Bootle 
Corporation  Act,  cannot  be  too  often  stressed,  as  the  slow  process  of 
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instituting  legal  proceedings  is  obviated,  and  conditions  inimical  to  health 
are  speedily  removed.  That  owners  have  confidence  in  the  way  the  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  supervise  work  carried  out  on  their  properties  is  indicated 
by  the  number  of  requests  that  are  received  for  the  Corporation  to 
execute  work  on  their  behalf. 

The  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  super- 
vision of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
have  been  given  particular  attention,  also  the  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  adulteration  and  mis- 
representation of  food-stuflfs,  inspection  of  cases  of  overcrowding,  canal 
boats  and  other  special  duties  occuring  from  time  to  time. 
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SANITARY,  FOOD  AND  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS,  1955 


Visits  or 
Inspec- 
tions 

Notices 

Served 

Nui- 

sances 

Found 

Notices 

Abated 

Notices 

Out- 

standing 

Sanitary  Complaints: — 

Special  Complaints  investigated 

.3,711 

3,882 

7,010 

3,151 

731 

Houses  inspected  and  re-inspected 

10,753 

— 

— 

Routine  Inspections: — 

Inspection  of  Bakehouses 

351 

5 

10 

5 

— 

„ „ butchers  shops  ... 

389 

32 

61 

32 

— 

,,  „ dining  rooms  (in- 

cluding cafes,  res- 
taurants and  can- 

teens)  

141 

14 

39 

11 

3 

„ „ cold  stores 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ dairies  

178 

1 

1 

1 

— 

„ „ fishmongers 

19 

3 

7 

2 

I 

„ „ fish  and  chip  shops 

91 

14 

23 

14 

— 

„ „ food  factories 

451 

11 

21 

11 

— 

„ ,,  fruiterers  shops  ... 

77 

27 

43 

25 

2 

„ ,,  grocers  shops 

236 

11 

97 

31 

6 

„ „ ice  cream  premises 

178 

6 

12 

4 

2 

„ „ ice  cream  hawkers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ licensed  premises 

(public  houses)... 

113 

1 

1 

1 

— 

„ „ milk  shops 

123 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ piggeries 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ other  shop  premises 

195 

14 

28 

11 

3 

„ „ canal  boats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ schools  (kitchens) 

173 

— 

— 

— 



„ „ stables  

24 

— 

— 

— 



„ „ vacant  land 

222 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  Act: — 

Inspection  of  factories  (mechanical) 
„ „ „ (non-mec.) 

723 

114 

j-  29 

45 

44 

1 

„ ,,  outworkers’  prem. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special  Inspections: — 

Observations  for  atmospheric  1 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and 
Visits  : — 

Animals — keeping  of  

26 

pollution  > 

151 

Aged  and  infirm  persons. 

General  smoke  observations  J 

enquiries  

7 

Housing  applications  — over- 

Exhumations   

— 

crowding  

144 

Interviews  with  owners,  con- 

Inspection of  Corporation 

tractors,  etc 

625 

houses,  voids,  etc 

236 

Nurseries  

— 

Visits — issue  of  habitation  cert. 

223 

Poultry  Stores 

— 

Inspections  of  applications  re 

Parks  

26 

housing  

798 

Public  Conveniences  

1,460 

Fumigation  of  verminous  h’ses 

151 

Pet  Stores  

15 

Treatment  of  furniture  by  hydro- 

Rag and  bone  dealers 

2 

cyanic  acid  prior  to  occupa- 

Rag Flock  premises  

3 

tion  of  Corporation  houses  . . . 

125 

Second-hand  furniture  stores  ... 

4 

Investigation  of  infectious  di- 

Storage for  ice-cream  vehicles  ... 

— 

sease  

98 

Other  miscellaneous  visits  and 

Re-visits  infected  houses 

46 

inspections  

650 

Contacts  infectious  disease 

37 

Prevention  of  Dam.age  by  Pe.sts 

Disinfections  carried  out  after 
infectious  disease 

103 

Act,  1949: 

Complaints  investigated 

110 

Investigations  for  food  poison- 

Premises inspected 

128 

ing  

22 

Premises  infested  

78 

Specimens  obtained  for  examin. 

441 

Visits  re  insects 

74 

Cockroach  infestation 

166 

Housing  Surveys: — 

Drain  Testing 

132 

No.  of  houses  visited  re  occu- 

1,600 

222 

pancy  ... 

Vacant  Sites  Survey: — 

No.  of  sites  inspected 

43 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES 

Choked/defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

„ „ rainwater  pipes  457 

„ „ wastepipes 197 

Defective  water  closets  964 

„ house  roofs 530 

Defects  in  domestic  water  supply  417 

Defective  yard  surfaces  158 

Dampness  in  dwellings...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  715 

Defective  plasterwork  wall/ceiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  992 

Defective  windows  526 

Other  defects  1676 


Total  7010 


Nuisances  abated  by  owners 6017 

Nuisances  abated  by  Corporation  (Default/Request)  ...  267 


Total  6284 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  FOR  EXAMINATION 

Milk  for  analysis  131 

Other  food  for  analysis  103 

Milk  for  bacteriological  examination  195 

Milk  for  Heat  Treatment — Phosphatase  Test/Turbidity  ...  190 

Ice  Cream  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  81 

Specials  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  ...  70 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

Samples  of  fertilisers 5 

Samples  of  feeding  stuffs  12 
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Specimens  of  faeces  obtained  from  contacts  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  


441 
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The  incidence  of  food  poisoning,  coupled  with  the  increasing  interest 
in  food  hygiene,  is  resulting  in  every  effort  being  made  to  incorporate 
modern  standards  and  a higher  quality  of  workmanship  in  food  premises. 

Sampling  is  carried  out  regularly,  and  visits  are  made  to  shops,  food 
factories,  milk  premises  and  ice-cream  distributors  throughout  the 
Borough. 

The  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  F.  Clark,  m.sc.,  f.r  i c.,  examined  234 
food  and  drugs  samples  during  the  year,  of  which  65  were  statutory  and 
169  informal.  Common  foods  have  been  sampled  regularly,  and  special 
samples  have  been  taken  of  suspected  foods. 

A total  of  10  samples  contravened  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  included : 

1 Grey  Powder.  1 Sauce. 

1 Ground  Almonds.  4 Sausages. 

1 Milk.  1 Sweet. 

1 Water  Ice. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  irregularities  compared 
to  the  previous  year. 

More  attention  is  now  being  directed  to  the  labelling  of  foodstuffs 
and  also  to  ensuring  that  the  individual  retailer  is  taking  care  to  preserve 
the  soundness  of  his  stocks. 

In  addition  to  the  234  routine  samples  submitted  for  analysis  and 
examination,  there  were  70  special  samples  obtained,  which  were  subjected 
to  chemical  analysis  or  bacteriological  examination. 

Samples  totalling  341  were  submitted  to  the  City  of  Liverpool 
bacteriologist.  Professor  D.  T.  Robinson. 

An  incident  occurred  during  the  year  which  involved  the  sampling 
of  flaked  and  powdered  hen  egg  albumen. 

Acting  on  information  that  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  had 
been  found  in  samples  of  flaked  and  powdered  hen  egg  albumen  in  another 
borough,  enquiries  were  made  to  ascertain  if  any  of  this  product  was 
being  used  in  Bootle. 

A number  of  firms  were  found  to  be  using  this  type  of  albumen  and 
samples  were  taken  for  submission  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  bacteriological  examination.  Altogether,  26  samples  were 
taken,  |8  of  which  were  found  to  be  positive,  7 gave  positive  results  for 
Salmonella  thompson  and  1 sample  Salmonella  aberdeen.  In  every  case 
it  was  found  that  the  albumen  was  being  supplied  locally  by  firms  situated 
outside  the  Borough. 

The  respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  towns  where  the 
suppliers  were  situated  were  notified  and  the  use  of  existing  stocks  on 
premises  in  Bootle  was  discontinued. 

The  products  in  which  albumen  can  be  used  include  cakes,  meringues, 
marshmallows,  icing,  cream,  etc. 

This  incident  indicates  that  prompt  action  of  the  right  kind  can 
prevent  a serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  and  emphasises  the  need 
for  constant  vigilance  in  this  most  important  field  of  preventive  medicine. 
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The  samples  submitted  during  1955  included  the  following: — 


Informal 

Samples 

Article 

Statutory 

Samples 

Cautioned  | 

Prosecutions 

Obtained  j 

Adulterated  or 
Substandard 

\ 1 

Obtained  j 

Adulterated 

1 1 

Summoned 

1 1 

Withdrawn  or 

dismissed 

Amount 

of  fines 

Amount  of 

costs  to  be 

paid 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bread/Butter/Margarine 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Butter  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cereals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Confectionery  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Cooling/Grey  Powders(  1 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

Corned  Beef  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Cough/Lung  Mixture/ 

Syrup  of  Figs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Dried  Fruits  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Flavourings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ground  Almonds  (2) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Cap- 

sules 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Herbs  and  Spices 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Ice  Cream  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Jams  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Jellies  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lard  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Margarine  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Meat  / Pork  Pies  and 

94 

_ 

KOMS 

Milk  (3) 

37 

I 

1 











1 

— 

Pastes/Fish,  Fowl,  Meat 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Sauces,  Pickles,  Salad 

Dressings (4) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Sausages,  Beef/Pork 

(5)(6)(7)(8) 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Soft  Drinks,  Squashes 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sugar  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

1 

Sweets (9) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



Tinned  Cream  

















2 

— 

Vinegar,  Brewed  and 

Non-Brewed  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Water  Ices  (10) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wines/Spirits  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

169 

5 

65 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NOTES ;(I)  Grey  Powders — Informal  sample — deficient  of  mercury  and  containing  acid 
insoluble  matter.  Manufacturers  notified.  Formal  “follow-up”  sample 
to  be  taken. 
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NOTES — continued — 

(2)  Ground  Almond  Substitute — Formal  sample — deficient  in  oil — oil  10%. 
This  commodity  was  invoiced  to  all  branches  of  a multiple  firm  as  “ Bakers 
Filler  Almond  Flavour.”  Branch  manageress  labelled  product  incorrectly. 
Head  Office  of  firm  notified  and  instructions  subsequently  issued  to  all 
managers  of  branch  shops  regarding  the  correct  labelling  of  this  product. 
Caution  issued. 

(3)  Milk — Formal  sample — deprived  of  12%  of  its  original  milk  fat.  This 
sample  was  taken  on  cafe  premises  before  sale.  Caution  issued. 

(4)  Tomato  Sauce — Formal  sample — discoloured  by  iron.  Iron  0-25%.  This 
sample  was  purchased  from  old  stock  at  a retail  shop.  The  screwed  metal 
caps  on  the  bottles  showed  signs  of  rust.  Upon  receipt  of  analyst's 
report  all  remaining  stocks  were  withdrawn  and  destroyed.  Caution 
issued. 

(5)  Beef  Sausages — Informal  sample — containing  undeclared  preservative — 
Sulphur  dioxide  200  parts  per  million.  Sample  taken  from  local  retailer. 
Wholesaler  notified  and  printed  labels  are  now  supplied  to  all  retail  shops. 
Caution  issued. 

(6)  and  (7)  Beef  Sausages — Formal  samples — contained  an  undeclared  pre- 
servative— Sulphur  dioxide  120  parts  per  million  and  Sulphur  dioxide 
140  parts  per  million  respectively.  Manufacturers  informed  and  general 
notices  now  displayed  in  shops.  Caution  issued. 

(8)  Pork  Sausage — Informal  sample — containing  an  excessive  proportion  of 
fatty  meat.  Fatty  meat  44%.  Total  meat  65  %.  Manufacturers  informed 
and  further  samples  taken. 

(9)  Sugar  Confectionery — Informal  sample — contained  a slight  excess  of  lead- 
Lead  3 parts  per  million.  Further  samples  are  to  be  taken. 

(10)  Water  Ices — Informal  sample — of  frozen  confectionery  incorrectly  labelled. 
Imported  from  Ireland.  Manufacturers  notified  and  product  now  correctly 
labelled. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 

The  Public  Analyst  examined  191  samples  submitted  for  evidence 
of  preservatives. 

Registration  of  Factories  and  Wholesale  Premises,  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  Section  34 

(a)  Registered  margarine  factories  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Registered  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  8 

(c)  Registered  butter  factories  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  125 


Milk 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1952,  made 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  November,  1952, 
Accordingly,  from  the  appointed  date  all  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the 
area  must  be  specially  designated  milk,  that  is,  pasteurised  milk,  sterilised 
milk  or  tuberculin  tested  milk.  The  County  Borough  of  Bootle  has  been 
included  in  one  of  the  specified  areas. 
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MUk  Supplies. — There  are  152  registered  distributors  of  milk  on  the 
Bootle  Register,  and  244  licences  were  issued  under  the  appropriate 
Special  Designation  Regulations,  1949  to  1953. 

There  arc  no  farms  or  shippons  situated  within  the  Borough 
boundaries. 

There  has  been  no  infectious  disease  or  food  poisoning  outbreak 
traced  to  the  supply  of  milk  within  the  Borough. 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies 

There  are  127  milk  shops  and  8 dairies  selling  bottled  milk,  all  of 
which  have  licences  under  the  regulations. 

During  the  year  301  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and 
a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 

There  is  only  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  Borough  which  deals  with 
2,000  gallons  of  milk  daily. 

During  the  year  105  samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  this  plant  and 
submitted  to  the  bacteriologist  for  appropriate  tests.  Two  of  these 
samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  ; all  samples  passed  the 
Phosphatase  Test.  This  firm  supplies  27  schools  in  the  Borough  with 
335  gallons  daily. 

Milk  Sampling 

There  have  been  195  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  190  for  the  Phosphatase  and  Turbidity  Tests  to  indicate 
the  amount  of  heat  treatment  to  which  the  milk  has  been  subjected. 
Four  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  1 the  Phosphatase 
Test.  In  three  of  the  samples  which  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  the  average  shade  temperature  was  more  than  65  degrees.  The 
remaining  one  sample  failing  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  was 
obtained  from  a local  hospital. 

One  sample  failing  the  Phosphatase  Test  was  from  milk  treated 
outside  the  Borough  and  was  obtained  from  a local  hospital. 

Five  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  bacilli  tuberculosis, 
the  results  being  negative. 
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Hospital:  Milk  Supply. — Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  periodically  at 
Bootle  Hospital,  and  16  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  Five  were 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  1 1 for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  former  satisfied  all  legal  standards,  and  in  the  latter  1 failed  to  pass 
the  Methylene  Blue  and  the  Phosphatase  Tests. 


School  Milk. — There  were  28  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  schools 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  all  were  satisfactory.  There  were 
25  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis, 
with  the  following  results  : — 


Sample 

Fat  Content 

Other  Solids 

Sugar 

Number 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

content 

1 

13-4 

10-0  . ... 

16-0 

2 

10-2 

9-4 

16-0 

3 

9-8 

11-0 

15-0 

4 

10-5 

10-0 

14-0 

5 

12-0 

9-5 

13-0 

6 

12-0 

9-5 

14-0 

7 

12-0 

9-5 

11-0 

8 

5-0 

7-5 

10-0 

9 

10-0 

11-0 

14-0 

10 

10-0 

8-5 

1 1 -0 

Averages 

10-49 

9-5 

13-4 

There  were  139  ice  cream  premises  registered,  but  only  10  have  been 
registered  for  manufacture.  Of  these,  only  5 are  actually  manufacturing, 
1 is  on  a “Complete  Cold  Mix,”  and  the  other  4 obtain  and  sell  supplies 
from  wholesalers. 

81  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  results 
being  as  follows: — Grade  1,  48;  Grade  2,  13;  Grade  3,  10;  Grade  4,  10. 

Persons  selling  ice  cream  from  vehicles  are  required  to  be  registered 
in  accordance  with  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1930.  The  vehicles  are 
inspected  before  licensing,  together  with  the  washing  arrangements  and 
the  premises  where  ice  cream  is  stored  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Where  a 
vendor  is  living  in  the  area  of  another  authority,  communications  have 
been  addressed  to  the  responsible  officer  and  a report  obtained  as  to  the 
suitability  of  the  person  applying  for  registration  and  of  his  premises. 
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Certain  samples  of  ice  lollies  that  were  taken  locally  gave  positive 
results  for  Staph.  Pyogenes. 

The  sale  of  the  ice  lollies  was  stopped  immediately  and  further 
samples  taken,  8 of  which  proved  positive.  An  exhaustive  examination 
was  made  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  contamination,  including  the 
taking  of  nose  and  throat  swabs  of  all  personnel  engaged  on  the  premises. 

Staph.  Pyogenes  was  found  in  small  numbers  on  the  nose  and  throat 
swabs  of  one  of  the  employees,  who  immediately  reported  to  his  doctor 
and  received  the  necessary  medical  treatment. 

Altogether  35  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  taken  during  the  investi- 
gation. 

Unsound  Food — Condemned 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily: — 

Total  weight,  5 tons  5 cwts.  0 qrs.  22  lbs. 

Meat  {raw). — Beef,  Lamb,  Pork,  Trimmings — Total  raw  meat, 
2356  lbs. 

Meat  {tinned). — Hams,  Luncheon  meats.  Corned  Beef,  Assorted 
tinned  meats. — Total  canned  meat,  3577|  lbs. 

Fruit. — Apples,  dates. — 143  lbs. 

Fruit,  etc.  {canned). — Vegetables,  Tinned  fruit.  Rhubarb,  Peas, 
Carrots. — Total  canned  fruit,  2,619|  lbs. 

Fish  {raw). — 30  lbs. 

Fish  {canned). — 50  lbs. 

Milk  {canned). — 769  lbs. 

Other  Foods  {raw  and  canned).- — Soup,  Pudding  mixtures.  Jam, 
Cereals,  Sweets,  Barley,  Cheese,  Cocoanut,  Flour,  Eggs  (shell). — Total, 
2,242  lbs. 

All  condemned  food  is  destroyed  by  burning  at  the  Corporation’s 
incinerator. 

Prosecutions 

There  were  two  prosecutions  under  Section  9 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  one  prosecution  under  Section  3 of  the  Act. 
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The  first  case  concerned  the  selling  of  a black  pudding  containing  a 
first-aid  dressing.  A fine  of  £10  was  imposed  and  I/-  costs  were  also 
awarded. 

The  second  case  concerned  the  selling  of  a mouldy  trifle  which  was 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  A fine  of  £1  was  imposed  and  costs 
amounting  to  £5  11s.  Od.  were  also  awarded. 

The  third  case  concerned  the  selling  of  a mouldy  steak-and-kidney 
pie  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  retailers  pleaded  Not 
Guilty  and  cross  summoned  the  manufacturers  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  83  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  manufacturers  also 
pleaded  Not  Guilty.  The  Magistrates  found  the  case  against  the  manu- 
facturers proved  and  they  were  fined  £5  with  £4  13s.  Od.  costs.  The 
Magistrates  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  retailers  were  in  no  way  to 
blame. 

Registration  of  Food  Preparation  Premises 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  total  93,  including  those  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages 
potted  or  preserved  meat,  fish  or  other  foods,  certain  butchers’  shops 
and  food  factories.  There  were  831  inspections  made  of  these  premises, 
and  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
relating  to  structure,  sanitation,  ventilation  and  removal  of  refuse  were 
applied. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  now  20  bakehouses  established  in  the  Borough,  one  having 
been  discontinued  during  the  year.  Visits  of  inspection  amounted  to  351. 
It  has  been  found  that  close  supervision  of  these  premises  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  a sure  way  of  maintaining  and  improving  the  standard  of 
hygiene,  and  in  many  bakehouses  a standard  has  been  reached  that 
anticipates  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  is  being  carried  out  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  majority  of  bakery  firms.  It  was  necessary,  however, 
to  serve  notices  in  respect  of  the  following  defects,  which  have  since  been 
remedied  : — 

Decoration  of  premises 5 

Provision  of  suitable  equipment  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  cleanliness  2 

Provision  of  washing  facilities 2 
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Basement  Bakehouses 

Certificates  of  Suitability  under  the  provisions  of  Section  54  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  are  in  operation  in  respect  of  the  2 basement  bake- 
houses in  the  Borough.  Visits  of  inspection  amounted  to  50  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  notices  in  respect  of 
defects. 

Food  Factories 

There  are  35  food  factories  in  the  Borough,  and  45 1 visits  of  inspection 
were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  require  very  special  attention 
to  secure  suitably  constructed  food  rooms  and  equipment  in  order  that 
legislation  dealing  with  clean  food  production  may  be  more  easily 
observed  by  the  food  handlers. 

In  this  respect  it  is  fortunate  that  food  factory  managements  generally 
see  the  practical  value  of  complying  with  regulations  which  will  result 
in  safeguarding  or  improving  the  purity  of  their  food  products. 

Constant  supervision  has  been  maintained  in  these  premises,  but  it 
was  found  necessary  to  serve  notices  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the 
following  defects  : — 


Lack  of  cleanliness  7 

Repairs,  etc.,  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings  ...  5 

Redecoration  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage  of  floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  food  storage  facilities  2 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  ...  1 

Provision  of  sterilising  facilities  ...  ...  1 


21 

The  alteration  and  adaptation  of  premises  for  food  processes  that 
are  subject  to  registration  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  entail  a considerable  amount  of  work.  Upon  receipt  of  an  enquiry 
the  premises  are  visited  and  a full  specification  of  works  required  is 
drawn  up.  In  this  way  it  is  often  possible  to  implement  many  of  the 
suggestions  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Manufactured  Meat  Products 
Working  Party. 

A new  process  of  canning  tongue  has  been  introduced  in  one  factory, 
and  despite  the  age  of  the  premises  quite  a transformation  has  been 
effected  in  the  rooms  used  for  this  new  venture.  This  was  brought  about 
by  a prior  meeting  with  the  management  who  were  persuaded  of  the 
necessity  for  a high  standard  of  construction  for  factories  of  this  nature. 
Another  factory  where  part  of  the  building  is  now  being  used  for  the 
boiling  and  canning  of  hams  has  been  completely  reconstructed  and 
re-equipped.  New  tiled  floor  finishes  have  also  been  provided  in  a large 
bakery  and  confectionery,  and  plans  have  been  formulated  for  the  tiling 
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of  floors  in  two  mineral-water  factories,  several  bakehouses  and  a cooked 
meat  factory.  One  large  factory  provided  a type  of  composition  floor 
finish  in  their  factory,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  within  twelve  months  they  were  convinced  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
composition  used,  and  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  resurfacing 
of  the  floors  with  tiles. 

With  the  object  of  emphasising  the  aims  and  principles  of  clean  food 
production  and  handling,  several  films  were  shown  to  employees  of  a 
large  firm  and  questions  invited  from  the  audience,  but  it  must  be  recorded 
that  the  most  valuable  work  in  this  field  is  achieved  by  frequent  visits 
to  food  premises  where  the  application  of  the  principles  of  food  hygiene 
can  be  more  effectively  enforced.  The  public’s  demand  for  safe  as  well 
as  nutritious  food  is,  however,  the  best  defence  of  all  against  outbreaks 
of  food-borne  diseases. 

Canteens 

There  are  26  works  canteens  in  the  Borough  and  43  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Continuous  supervision  was  maintained,  but  it  was  necessary  to  serv: 
notices  in  respect  of  the  following  items,  which  have  since  been  remediede 

Premises  requiring  re-decoration  ...  ...  6 

Want  of  cleanliness  6 

Absence  of  washing  facilities,  and  inefficient 

washing  of  crockery  and  equipment  ...  2 

Use  of  cracked  crockery  ...  1 

Absence  of  head-covering  for  food  handlers  ...  I 
Premises  requiring  renewal  and/or  repair  to 

walls  and  ceilings  2 

Inadequate  protection  for  exposed  food  ...  3 

21 


Cafes  and  Dining  Rooms 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  32  premises  still  continued  to 
be  used  for  this  purpose,  but  latterly  I cafe  ceased  to  operate  as  such. 
Altogether  141  visits  were  made  to  these  establishments  during  the  year. 

Regular  visits  and  frequent  instruction  of  supervisors  and  staff  at 
the  place  of  employment,  in  the  principles  of  food  hygiene  are  gradually 
showing  results.  Emphasis  was  laid  on  dish-washing,  personal  hygiene 
and  the  use  of  approved  detergents. 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

During  the  year  91  visits  were  made  to  the  38  fish  and  chip  shops 
in  the  Borough,  and  14  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  23  items. 
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Food  Premises 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  nature  of  the  food  premises 


within  the  Borough  : — 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Dairies  8 

Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Confectioners  27 

Sweets  89 

Fish  and  Chips 38 

Dining  Rooms  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  32 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  Food  Premises  56 


666 

Factories  

There  are  282  factories  entered  on  the  factory  register  and  are 
comprised  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Factories  having  mechanical  power  ...  215 

(b)  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  43 

(c)  Factories  within  the  scope  of  Sections  103, 

107,  and  108  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  24 

During  the  year  38  factories  were  added  to  the  register  and  19  have 
been  deleted. 


A total  of  879  visits  of  inspection  has  been  made,  and  it  is  noted 
that  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  factories  is  continually  improving. 
No  reasonable  suggestion  for  improvement  has  been  challenged  by 
managements,  and  it  would  appear  that  most  firms  realise  the  practical 
value  of  making  their  factories  as  attractive  as  possible  for  their  employees. 


Contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  usually  remedied  as 
soon  as  they  are  pointed  out,  and  in  only  29  instances  was  it  necessary  to 
serve  notices  for  the  following  defects  which  have  since  been  remedied: — 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
Unsuitable  and  defective  sanitary  con- 
veniences 

Separate  sanitary  conveniences  for  both 

sexes  

Drainage  of  floors  

Miscellaneous  


Found  Abated* 

1 3 

3 5 

34  29 

2 1 

2 2 

3 4 


45 


44 


* The  number  of  defects  abated  includes  defects  outstanding 
from  previous  year. 


54 


Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department, 
and  plans  of  proposed  new  factories  are  examined  jointly.  When  necessary 
amendments  are  made  before  the  plans  are  considered  for  approval.  It 
is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  receives  every 
possible  co-operation  from  the  Housing  Architect,  Town  Planning  Officer, 
the  Chief  Building  Inspector  and  other  officers  of  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department.  It  is  co-operation  of  this  kind  that  greatly  facilitates  the 
routine  work  of  the  respective  departments. 

Outworkers 

Included  in  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  that  of  keeping 
a register  of  outworkers,  and  the  inspectors  pay  regular  visits  to  their 
homes  ; at  present  there  are  two  outworkers  on  the  register. 

Workplaces  and  Offices 

There  are  269  workplaces  and  offices  which  have  been  recorded  and 
card  indexed.  Visits  of  inspection  amounted  to  191  and  18  notices  were 
served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  comprising  23  defects  which  have 
since  been  abated. 


Want  of  cleanliness  11 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  5 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  1 

Premises  requiring  maintenance  of  ventilation  1 

Premises  requiring  drainage  of  floors  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous 4 


23 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  10  offensive  trades  established  within  the  Borough  and  64 
visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 
Strict  supervision  is  maintained  and  there  has  been  no  evidence  of 
nuisances  caused  by  the  processes  carried  on  in  them. 

List  of  Offensive  Trades: — 

1.  Rag  Sorting. — There  are  two  rag  sorting  factories  in 
the  area. 

2.  Fellmongers. — There  are  two  fellmongers  within  the 
Borough. 

3.  Soap  Boilers. — The  five  soap  boiling  factories  in  the  area 
have  given  no  cause  for  complaint  during  the  year. 

4.  Tripe  Boding. — There  is  1 tripe  boiling  factory  in  the 
Borough. 
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Licensed  Premises 

During  the  year  113  visits  have  been  made  to  the  45  Licensed 
Premises  in  the  Borough. 

The  main  work  in  progress  generally  relates  to  the  improvement  in 
the  sanitary  accommodation  provided. 

Additional  water  closets  for  women  have  been  provided  in  14  cases. 

In  three  cases  male  conveniences  originally  situated  in  the  yards 
have  been  so  altered  as  to  become  part  of  the  main  building. 

In  three  cases  work  is  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  additional  female 
water-closets  and  in  two  cases  for  males. 

Decoration  and  general  maintenance  has  continued  to  be  carried  out 
on  the  rota  system  adopted  by  the  Brewery  Companies,  and  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  requiring  work  to  be  done. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Byelaws 

Clean  food  byelaws  made  by  the  Council  on  the  3rd  January,  1951, 
came  into  operation  on  the  28th  May,  1951. 

These  byelaws  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  “securing  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale 
in  the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption.” 

In  general,  no  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  enforcing  the 
byelaws. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1939 — Section  115 

It  is  necessary  for  any  person  intending  to  sell  any  meat,  or  meat  food 
product,  or  fish  or  fruit  or  vegetables,  from  any  cart,  barrow  or  other 
vehicle,  to  be  registered  with  the  Corporation  in  accordance  with  the  above 
enactment. 

There  are  9 persons  registered  under  this  Act. 

Prior  to  registration,  all  mobile  shops  and  similar  vehicles  are  sub- 
jected to  a careful  inspection  and  advice  is  given  to  the  applicant  on  the 
principles  of  food  hygiene  generally. 
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Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough. 
Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  6 pet  shops  in  the  local  authority’s  area,  for  which  licences 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

Cinemas 

Inspection  of  the  three  cinemas  in  the  Borough  has  been  instituted. 
These  inspections  are  important,  for  transmission  of  infection  and  vermin 
is  difficult  to  prevent  where  large  numbers  of  people  congregate.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  important  that  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation,  lighting, 
cleanliness  and  structural  defects  receive  immediate  attention. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  were  98  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  in  103  cases. 

In  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  special  investigations 
were  carried  out  in  the  homes  of  food  handlers,  including  the  obtaining  of 
specimens  of  faeces  for  bacteriological  examination,  in  order  to  detect  any 
possible  carriers  of  disease  in  their  families. 

Infectious  disease  cases  nursed  at  home  were  kept  under  observation, 
and  advice  was  given  as  to  preventing  the  spread  of  infection.  Where 
isolation  is  found  to  be  impossible,  arrangements  are  made  for  removal 
to  hospital. 

The  local  authority  is  responsible  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease  landed  from  ships  in  Bootle  Docks. 

Water  Supply 

The  Borough  of  Bootle  is  supplied  with  water  by  Liverpool  Corpora- 
tion, the  source  being  upland  surfaces  in  North  Wales  and  Lancashire.  It 
is  wholesome  and  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Periodical  bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  by  the  water  undertakers  and  reports  submitted  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Throughout  the  year  complaints  concerning  the  water  supply  have 
been  reduced  to  a minimum  by  constant  co-operation  between  the  in- 
spectors and  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Water  Department. 
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Four  hundred  and  seventeen  defects  were  investigated  and  these 
related  mainly  to  waste,  or  to  damage  caused  by  burst  pipes. 

All  dwelling-houses  within  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 


Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  essentially  industrial  character  of  the  Borough  causes  the  problem 
of  atmospheric  pollution  to  be  one  of  outstanding  importance.  Although 
some  improvement  has  been  made,  much  greater  efforts  are  necessary  to 
reduce  appreciably  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  from  smoke  and  other 
sources. 

General  observations  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and 
151  official  observations  taken.  As  a result  of  these  observations,  11 
notices  have  been  served  upon  persistent  offenders. 

The  causes  of  smoke  emission  included  inefficient  stoking,  unsuitable 
fuel  and  defective  plant. 

In  view  of  the  pending  change  in  legislation  governing  smoke 
emission,  which  should  result  in  the  general  tightening  of  control  on 
atmospheric  pollution,  many  large  and  small  firms  have  been  urged  to 
install  in  their  boiler  houses  instruments  that  will  indicate  and  record 
the  temperatures  of  flue  gases,  the  CO2  content  in  flue  gases  and  the 
density  of  smoke  in  the  flue.  These  instruments  are  necessary  to  guide 
the  boiler-man  in  the  efficient  use  of  fuel  and  the  consequent  reduction 
of  smoke  emission.  The  smoke  density  recorder,  for  example,  is  particu- 
larly useful  at  night  and  during  periods  of  fog  when  the  Chimney  top 
cannot  be  seen.  This  device  is  operated  electrically  and  gives  audible 
and  visible  warning  in  the  boiler  house  when  excessive  smoke  is  being 
emitted. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  boiler  houses  in  the  Borough, 
and  boiler-men  have  been  instructed  in  methods  of  firing  and  practice. 
The  wastage  of  heat  due  to  inefficient  lagging  and  the  rejection  of  con- 
densate accounts  for  a considerable  loss  of  fuel,  and  in  several  cases 
where  boiler  feed-water  was  drawn  directly  from  the  cold  water  supply, 
the  pre-heating  of  this  feed-water  with  the  returned  hot  condensate 
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was  recommended.  This  had  the  effect  of  improving  the  efficiency  of 
the  boiler,  reducing  fuel  consumption  and  consequently  reducing  excessive 
smoke  emissions. 

Several  smoke  nuisances  were  caused  by  the  use  of  unsuitable  fuels 
for  particular  plants,  the  firms  concerned  were  advised  in  this  matter  and 
upon  changing  to  more  suitable  fuels  the  nuisances  were  abated. 

The  emission  of  dust  and  grit  from  industrial  premises  is  often  due 
to  inefficient  maintenance  of  grit-arresting  equipment.  In  one  case  it 
was  found  that  the  cyclone  dust  arrestors  were  not  emptied  regularly, 
with  the  result  that  the  collected  dust  was  blown  into  the  atmosphere. 
In  another  instance  the  grit  arrestors  in  an  incinerator  chimney  were 
found  to  have  become  useless  through  corrosion  and  their  renewal  was 
insisted  upon. 

Prosecutions  for  Non-Abatement  of  Nuisances — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 

Prosecutions  have  been  reduced  to  a minimum  by  personal  contact, 
and  also  by  the  Corporation  carrying  out  the  work  in  default,  as  provided 
for  by  statute. 

There  was  one  prosecution  for  the  non-abatement  of  sanitary 
nuisances  during  the  year. 

A penalty  of  10/-  was  imposed  and  a nuisance  order  obtained. 

Vermin  Infestation 

The  routine  procedure  for  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  has 
been  maintained.  Nineteen  municipal  houses  and  65  privately  owned 
houses  were  disinfested  with  suitable  insecticides,  and  the  furniture  of  125 
dwelling-houses  was  treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

Special  treatment  has  been  adopted  for  cockroach  infestation,  and 
has  been  applied  to  100  municipal  houses,  66  privately-owned  houses  and 
1 public  bath. 

Special  steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  certain  pests,  including 
ants,  bed  bugs,  house  flies  and  lice.  This  service  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  local  authority  at  a nominal  fee,  the  occupiers  being  only  too  happy  to 
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have  the  pests  removed,  and  51  occupiers  have  paid  to  have  their  premises 
disinfested. 

Canal  Boats 

There  were  no  inspections  of  canal  boats  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  within  the  Borough.  Bootle  is  not  a registration  authority. 

Stables 

During  the  summer  months  stables  can  be  a source  of  considerable 
nuisance,  and  visits  to  stables  are  usually  increased  during  this  period. 
Fly  infestation  is  a serious  menace,  and  the  methods  now  adopted  are 
proving  effective.  D.D.T.  is  used  for  the  spraying  of  stalls.  24  special 
visits  were  made  to  stables. 

Exhumations 

No  exhumations  took  place  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths 

Inspection  of  swimming  baths  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year. 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

These  premises  are  not  compulsorily  registered,  but  the  inspectors 
have  visited  43  hairdressers  during  the  year,  applying  general  principles  of 
hygiene  and  sanitation,  usually  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

Caravan  Dwellings 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  dwellers  situated  within  the  Borough, 
nor  are  there  any  sites  for  this  purpose.  Periodical  fun  fairs  visit  the 
parks  and  one  other  site,  but  as  they  are  subject  to  special  exemption, 
licensing  is  not  required. 

From  time  to  time  gypsies  visit  the  Borough,  but  when  informed  by 
inspectors  that  camping  is  not  permitted  they  have  moved  away  from  the 
Borough. 
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HOUSING 

The  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  remains  one  of 
the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  Borough.  The  following  information 
relating  to  applications  for  the  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  up  to  31st 
December,  1955,  has  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 


No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  inside  the  Borough  ...  2678 

do.  outside  do.  ...  1052 

Total  No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms 3730 

No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  inside  the 

Borough  1086 

No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  outside  the 

Borough  332 

Total  No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders 1418 

Total  No.  of  applicants  5148 


The  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  increased  during 
1955  by  163,  the  total  at  the  end  of  1954  being  4,985. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  information  relating 
to  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 


Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority — A.l  Type  ...  4 

A.2Type  ...  181 

A.3Type  ...  502 

A. 4  Type  ...  20 

B. 3  Type  ...  14 


721 

„ other  bodies  and  persons,  B.3  Type  ...  6 

„ other  Local  Authorities  Nil 


Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  by  Local  Authority — 

68  dwellings "I  Derby  Road 

2 shops  with  dwelling  accommodation  over  > Clearance 

J Area  No.  1 

5 dwellings Netherton  Estate 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

Nil 
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Slum  Clearance 

Progress  with  the  slum  clearance  programme  continued  throughout 
the  year,  two  further  areas  comprising  156  houses  were  surveyed  with 
a view  to  representation  early  next  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRESS 


Year 

Represented 

No.  of 
C.O.'s 

No.  of 
C.P.O.'s 

No.  of 
dwelling- 
houses 

No.  of 
persons 
to  be 
displaced 

No.  of 
persons 
displaced 

No.  of 
houses 
demolished 

1951 

1 

— 

33 

189 

— 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1953 

— 

1 

83 

383 

292 

33 

1954  ... 

— 

1 

70 

294 

111 

12 

1955 

5 

1 

122 

574 

258 

68 

TOTALS 

6 

3 

308 

1440 

111 

113 

Five  Clearance  Orders  and  one  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  were 
made  and  confirmed  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 


Area 

Houses 

Population 

The  Bootle  (Howe  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1955 

8 

40 

The  Bootle  (Effingham  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1955 

7 

31 

The  Bootle  (Derby  Road  Housing  No.  4)  Clearance 
Order,  1955  

9 

47 

The  Bootle  (Lincoln  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1955  ... 

29 

153 

The  Bootle  (Princes  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1955 

3 

14 

The  Bootle  (Derby  Road  Housing  No.  3)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1955  

66 

289 

TOTALS  

122 

574 

Three  objections  were  made  by  owners  having  an  interest  in  proper- 
ties included  in  the  Bootle  (Derby  Road  Housing  No.  3)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1955,  and  the  Minister  accordingly  held  a Public  Enquiry 
at  the  Town  Hall,  where  the  objections  were  heard.  The  Order  was 
subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister. 
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Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

The  above  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  August, 
1954,  makes  “ further  provision  for  the  clearance  and  re-development  of 
areas  of  unfit  housing  accommodation,  and  for  securing  or  promoting 
the  reconditioning  and  maintenance  of  houses  ; and  otherwise  to  amend 
the  enactments  relating  to  housing,  the  exercise  of  certain  powers  relating 
to  land,  and  rent  control.” 

Under  Section  1 of  the  Act,  every  local  authority  is  required  to 
submit  proposals  to  the  Minister  for  dealing  with  houses  within  the 
district  of  the  authority  which  appear  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Accordingly,  a survey  of  the  Borough  was  carried  out  and  a report 
submitted  to  the  Council  of  the  number  of  unfit  properties  in  the  area, 
including  recommendations  as  to  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the 
houses.  Subsequently,  the  Council  submitted  proposals  to  the  Minister 
which  were  approved  without  modification. 

The  Act  also  enables  landlords  whose  property  is  in  good  condition 
to  claim  a repairs  increase  on  the  rent.  The  condition  of  the  house  may, 
however,  be  disputed  by  the  tenant  who  can  apply  to  the  local  authority 
for  a “ certificate  of  disrepair.”  Altogether,  137  applications  for  certifi- 
cates of  disrepair  were  received,  133  of  which  were  granted,  the  remainder 
were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year,  24  being  granted  from 
1954.  Seventy-eight  applications  for  revocations  of  certificates  were 
received,  68  of  which  were  granted,  the  remainder  were  under  consider- 
ation at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — ^Overcrowding 

During  the  year  53  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  Excep- 
tional cases  were  recommended  for  priority  re-housing. 

Special  Applications  for  Re-Housing 

During  the  year,  144  reports  were  made  for  consideration  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  with  applications  for  priority  in 
re-housing.  Besides  being  overcrowded,  many  cases  had  a record  of 
chronic  infection  or  other  serious  illness. 

Municipal  Houses 

On  a change  of  tenancy,  all  municipal  houses  are  inspected,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  798  houses  have  been  so  visited.  Of  these,  236  were  vacant 
at  the  time  of  visit  and  223  habitation  certificates  were  issued  after  treat- 
ment or  repair  of  the  premises. 
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THE  BOOTLE  (DERBY  ROAD)  NO.  1 CLEARANCE  AREA 
COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDER 

This  area,  which  comprised  Johnstone  Street,  Mann  Street,  Emley 
Street  (odd  numbers)  and  certain  properties  in  Derby  Road,  contained 
83  houses  occupied  by  383  persons.  The  area  was  represented  to  the 
Council  on  the  7th  January,  1953,  and  the  Order  was  confirmed  on  the 
14th  November,  1953.  The  properties  have  now  been  demolished  and 
the  photograph  below  shows  the  area  in  the  process  of  re-development. 
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Rodent  Control — The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

There  are  four  permanent  rodent  operators  engaged  in  carrying  out 
duties  under  the  above  mentioned  enactment. 

The  staff  are  carrying  out  continuous  visitation  of  all  premises  in  the 
Borough,  and  all  factors  giving  rise  to  infestation  are  dealt  with  immediate- 
ly. Many  cases  necessitate  the  taking  up  of  floors,  yard  surfaces  and 
passages,  leading  in  some  cases  to  extensive  drainage  repairs  and  rein- 
statement. 

The  systematic  treatment  of  sewers  is  assisting  considerably  in  the 
prevention  of  surface  infestation.  It  has  been  ascertained  by  test  baiting 
that  there  are  now  many  sections  of  the  sewerage  system  free  from  infes- 
tation. 

Systematic  inspection  of  private  dwelling  houses  continued  and 
during  the  year,  6758  were  inspected.  283  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
vermin,  102  by  rats  and  181  by  mice.  A total  of  393  complaints  was 
received  from  occupiers  of  dwellinghouses. 

Inspection  of  Lands  and  Buildings. — There  were  3,110  inspections  of 
lands  and  buildings,  comprising  food  shops,  retail  shops,  factories,  ware- 
houses, schools,  offices  and  cold  stores.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three 
of  these  premises  were  found  to  be  infested,  43  by  rats  and  90  by  mice. 
The  staff  treated  105  of  these  infestations,  the  remainder  being  dealt  with 
by  servicing  companies  under  the  supervision  of  the  rodent  operators. 

Sewer  Treatment. — The  sewers  have  been  treated  on  two  occasions, 
and  during  April  and  May,  after  a ten  per  cent,  test,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  treat  675  man-holes.  In  425  man-holes,  infestation  by  rats  was  found. 
During  October  and  November,  another  treatment  was  carried  out  and 
747  man-holes  were  treated,  revealing  signs  of  infestation  in  321  man-holes. 
A further  test  has  been  carried  out  in  the  new  sewers,  which  have  been  laid 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Causes  of  Infestation. — The  majority  of  infestations  are  found  in  food 
storage  premises,  and  the  rodent  operators  have  concentrated  on  such 
premises. 
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Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

There  are  21  sanitary  conveniences  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Department;  all  of  these  provide  for  males  and  four  of  them  make  pro- 
vision also  for  females. 

The  public  convenience  staff  consists  of  4 males  and  3 females;  they 
cleanse  every  public  convenience  at  least  twice  a day,  and  in  special  cases, 
three  times  a day.  The  conveniences  for  the  use  of  females  are  kept  open 

from  7.30  a.m.  to  10.30  p.m.  The  conveniences  for  the  use  of  males 
remain  open  all  day  and  night. 

The  inspectors  visit  the  conveniences  regularly  to  supervise  the 
cleansing,  and  1460  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  the  Year  1955. 
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